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Information source 

Nuclear $100- $150 CSIRO; UK House of 
Commons Environmental 
Audit Committee 

‘Clean coal’  (CO2 burial) $104 International Energy 
Agency 

Natural gas $35—$45 2004 Commonwealth 
Energy White Paper 

Geothermal $40—$70 CSIRO; Geodynamics 
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Energy efficiency No net cost Council of Australian 
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$35 2004 Commonwealth 
Energy White Paper 
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The global energy cr isis is a failure of leadership, NOT a 
lack of safe, clean, affordable and renewable options... 

Energy efficiency under attack in US 
And the same story applies in Australia 
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Clearing on Melville in 2004. GSP has approval to 
clear 10,000 hectares of forest in 2006. 
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Peter  Robertson; Gary Scott (disappearing behind the tree); Jacqui Remond (Coordinator of 
the Northern Australia Environment Alliance); and Thea Bray (COOLmob) Photo:Emma King 

Farewell Gary Scott! 
 

After several years working for ECNT as Cool Communities Coordinator and Freshwater Cam-
paigner Gary Scott is leaving. Gary has done a great job over the past couple of years on the 
Daly, McArthur and other river and water related campaigns.  His new report “Securing the 
long term protection of the Daly”  will be released very soon. 
We all wish Gary the very best for his next destination. 
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What GE pushers aren’t 
telling us  
 
Many eminent scientists agree with the 
growing evidence that most GE crops and 
their products are unsafe, unprofitable 
and unsustainable. But you rarely find 
their cautionary facts and figures in most 
magazines and newspapers. Scientists 
who question GE are often howled down, 
drowned out or ignored by the news and 
scientific media. They are also sometimes 
silenced or sacked by their universities, 
research bodies or the GE industry. 
 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) toxicologist, Dr Suzanne Wuer-
thele warns: 
 
"This technology is being promoted, in 
the face of concerns by respectable scien-
tists and in the face of data to the con-
trary, by the very agencies which are 
supposed to be protecting human health 
and the environment. The bottom line in 
my view is that we are confronted with 
the most powerful technology the world 
has ever known, and it is being rapidly 
deployed with almost no thought whatso-
ever to its consequences." 
 
Though Bayer and Monsanto have federal 
government licences to commercialise 
GM canola in Australia, the companies 
have never published the evidence to 
back their claims of more profits and 
easier management. Bayer has planted 
over 3,500 hectares of GM canola trials 
in Australia but all performance data is a 
commercial secret. The Birchip Group 
(Victoria) wants to conduct independent 
GM canola trials but Bayer says no and 
will not supply the seed. 
 
A Rural Industries Research and Devel-
opment Corporation (RIRDC) study con-
cludes that: 
“… net economic welfare for Australia 
would be US$28 million per year higher 

as a result of GM adoption, less any: 
    *  net negative environmental risks 
associated with producing GM crops; 

    *  additional costs of segregation 
through the supply chain; 
    *  discounting and/or loss of market 
access abroad for conventional counter-
parts to those specific crops which may 
contain GMOs; and 
    *  discounting and/or loss of market 
access abroad for other farm products 
because of what GM adoption does for 
Australia’s generic reputation as a ‘ clean, 
green, safe food’  producer.”   
 
That adds up to very big doubts for very 
little gain. Despite being licensed feder-
ally, commercial GM canola is banned in 
all canola growing states.  

 
GM loses billions 
US industry spent over $100 billion on 
GM research and development from 1978 
to 2003, with total losses of over $40 
billion. These consistent losses and a lack 
of US investor confidence reflect GM’s 
failure to deliver useful products. Ernst 
and Young report that the GM industry 
lost another $6.4 billion in 2004. 
 
The Australian Government also backs 
GM, spending $1.29 billion on biotech-
nology-related research and development 
since 2003. But GM food and crop re-
search cannot produce sustainable solu-
tions to core farm management problems 
– the cost/price squeeze; weeds; feral 
animals; drought; soil salinity, acidity and 
erosion; or water pollution.  The future of 
sustainable Australian food and fibre 
production does not lie with GM crops. 
Tried and true systems and technologies 
will allow us to supply premium, value 
added GM-free markets world-wide. The 
smart move is to support state govern-
ment moratoriums and to keep Australia 
GM-free permanently. 
 

To find out more about genetically 
engineered crops and the problems 
with them: 

·  Call 1300 133 868 

·  email: info@geneethics.org  

·  visit:  www.geneethics.org.au 

·  visit: www.non-gm-farmers.com 
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Feeling sick? 

When it comes to cleaning products use good 
old-fashioned bicarbonate of soda and vine-
gar  instead of chemical sprays. Two allergens 
- chemical cleaning products and dust mites - 
are major contributors to the increasing num-
ber of people of all ages who are developing 
allergic rhinitis and asthma in the UK today. 

Mur iel Simmons spokesperson Allergy UK  

 

 

“ The Nor thern Terr itory Government 
through the Environment Protection 
Agency Program, Depar tment of Natural 
Resources, Environment and the Ar ts is 
pleased to sponsor  Environment Centre NT 
Inc.  This publication may not represent the 
views of the Nor thern Terr itory Govern-
ment”  

FILM NIGHT Repor t 
 
The screening of Oyster Farmer at the Deckchair 
on 13 July went very well. 
 
We had a good crowd of about 180 there, sold all 
our curries and cakes  and had some great feed-
back from satisfied customers. All very positive 
for the Environment Centre! 
 
We also made a profit of about $1450. 
 
Thanks to  all who helped on the night and by 
making food for us 
Di Koser, volunteer  


