ENVIRONME

The Newsletter of the Environment Centre NT (ECNT) - since 1983
GPO Box 2120 Darwin NT 0801 Ph (08) 8981 1984

Unit 3, 98 Woods St, Darwin.
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$ Zeroand low-emission | Cost of energy per | Information source
0 technologies megawatt hour
Nuclear $100- $150 CSIRO; UK House of
Commons Environmental
Audit Committee
(2 ‘Clean cod’ (CO, buria) |$104 International Energy
Agency
A Natural gas $35—$45 2004 Commonwealth
B Energy White Paper
( Geothermal $40—3$70 CSIRO; Geodynamics
Wind $55—$80 2004 Commonwealth
Energy White Paper
# Energy efficiency No net cost Council of Australian
% Governments
&0 ” ;
4 Traditional (dirty) en-
ergy
3 Cheap coal (withnocar- | $35 2004 Commonwealth
bon price or tax on pollu- Energy White Paper
0> tion)
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The global energy crisisisafailure of leadership, NOT a
2 lack of safe, clean, affordable and renewable options...
2 . . .
o | Energy efficiency under attack in US
$ And the same sstory appliesin Australia
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Living Rivers NT
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Say NO to sea cage fish farms

Darwin and Bynoe Harbours - too
precious to risk
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Clearing on Melville in 2004. GSP has approval to
clear 10,000 hectares of forest in 2006.
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Cool News
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Peter Robertson; Gary Scott (disappearing behind the tree); Jacqui Remond (Coordinator of
the Northern Australia Environment Alliance); and Thea Bray (COOLmob) Photo: Emma King

Farewell Gary Scott!

After several years working for ECNT as Cool Communities Coordinator and Freshwater Cam-
paigner Gary Scott is leaving. Gary has done agreat job over the past couple of years on the
Daly, McArthur and other river and water related campaigns. His new report “ Securing the
long term protection of the Daly” will be released very soon.

We all wish Gary the very best for his next destination.

) 0 0 =( % 0 0
0 % 0 $ & =5 % $(
(" 0 0 ) & ? * P* (M
& % J & % 0
) g o ; 0 3 $7 0 0
40 % ; 0]
Q $ 5. 1 $5%() ¢ / 2
&$ & ? I
& ) & --0
& 0 | [ #78 ; (& ( (
K K - - 6- 6K 566HH, , (
€ $ $ $ RRRRRRRRRR
( s ) $ &
0 1% &% @b 9
0 & * § &$ % &8 # ? $
$ 0&$ $ # ; ( ( (K % K
$ & 0
$ 0 %
L %
%
o(
G0 0 0
(% M
8* 1% ? * p*
$ 0 O
0
o(
@ 0& L $ %
& $ & (




Conservationists call
for a halt to GE Cotton

What GE pushers aren’t
telling us

Many eminent scientists agree with the
growing evidence that most GE crops and
their products are unsafe, unprofitable
and unsustainable. But you rarely find
their cautionary facts and figures in most
magazines and newspapers. Scientists
who question GE are often howled down,
drowned out or ignored by the news and
scientific media. They are also sometimes
silenced or sacked by their universities,
research bodies or the GE industry.

US Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) toxicologist, Dr Suzanne Wuer-
thele warns:

"This technology is being promoted, in
the face of concerns by respectable scien-
tists and in the face of data to the con-
trary, by the very agencies which are
supposed to be protecting human health
and the environment. The bottom linein
my view isthat we are confronted with
the most powerful technology the world
has ever known, and it is being rapidly
deployed with almost no thought whatso-
ever to its consequences.”

Though Bayer and Monsanto have federa
government licences to commercialise
GM canolain Australia, the companies
have never published the evidence to
back their claims of more profits and
easier management. Bayer has planted
over 3,500 hectares of GM canolatrials
in Australiabut al performance datais a
commercia secret. The Birchip Group
(Victoria) wants to conduct independent
GM canolatrials but Bayer says no and
will not supply the seed.

A Rural Industries Research and Devel-
opment Corporation (RIRDC) study con-
cludes that:
“... net economic welfare for Australia
would be US$28 million per year higher
asaresult of GM adoption, |ess any:

* net negative environmental risks
associated with producing GM crops;

* additional costs of segregation
through the supply chain;

* discounting and/or loss of market
access abroad for conventional counter-
parts to those specific crops which may
contain GMOs; and

* discounting and/or loss of market
access abroad for other farm products
because of what GM adoption does for
Australia s generic reputation as a‘ clean,
green, safe food' producer.”

That adds up to very big doubts for very
little gain. Despite being licensed feder-
ally, commercial GM canolais banned in
all canola growing states.

GM loses billions

US industry spent over $100 billion on
GM research and development from 1978
to 2003, with total losses of over $40
billion. These consistent losses and a lack
of US investor confidence reflect GM’s
failure to deliver useful products. Ernst
and Y oung report that the GM industry
lost another $6.4 billion in 2004.

The Australian Government also backs
GM, spending $1.29 billion on biotech-
nology-related research and devel opment
since 2003. But GM food and crop re-
search cannot produce sustainable solu-
tions to core farm management problems
— the cost/price squeeze; weeds; feral
animalss; drought; soil salinity, acidity and
erosion; or water pollution. The future of
sustainable Australian food and fibre
production does not lie with GM crops.
Tried and true systems and technologies
will alow usto supply premium, value
added GM-free markets world-wide. The
smart move is to support state govern-
ment moratoriums and to keep Australia
GM-free permanently.

Tofind out more about genetically
engineered crops and the problems
with them:

Call 1300 133 868
email: info@geneethics.org
visit: www.geneethics.org.au

visit: www.non-gm-far mers.com
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233 % Feeling sick? %

Yes! 1 would like to join the Environment % g @ ;;'; ol

Centre NT S E % 3% When it comesto cleaning productsuse good 3%

i Ro 9° < R z?f old-fashioned bicarbonate of soda and vine- %

e © 8 gu o < 7 gar instead of chemical sprays. Two allergens

Address: © 2 % @ 3¢ - chemical cleaning products and dust mites- ¢

’ -0 3% are mgjor contributorsto theincreasing num- 3¢

e 2= \ ﬁf ber of people of al ages who are developing f‘f

39, _ 3 dlergicrhinitisand asthmain the UK today.

35 % *

+ zZ SO X Muriel Simmons spokesperson Allergy UK~ %

Phone: (h) (w) ~ = m o} ®

v _I 85 2 %

il ~ Q=2 * *

-mail: ® 2= i ﬁ

. €0 FILM NIGHT Report

Membership Rates: -ﬁ” 13 o o}

(all prices are GST inclusive) Annual 3Years ¥ % 9 3%The screening of Oyster Farmer at the Deckchair

Regular §35  $100 &3 ion 13 July went very well. ;é
[ee]

Concession $17  $45 o 20 ¥ 3

Household/Farmily/Club or School $50 $130 c o ® o *Wehad agood crowd of about 180 there, sold alki

Company/Union or Professional Growp ~ $100  $250 = Cé\g‘ = 9:€our curries and cakes and had some great feed- "é

I would like to make a tax-free donation $ ‘1_> ) iback from setisfied customers. All very positive ;'i

| o = %for the Environment Centrel e

Total: $ c o ol o)

'I:; iWe also made a profit of about $1450. *

lama (] New Member [ Renewin (= o X ol

9 8 ? ;QThanks to all who helped on the night and by _;EZ

! ° skmaking food for us 3%

Pa‘y ment: S %pi K oser, volunteer *

[ Cheque enclosed, or please charge my: ;:\:i §

[ Bankcard [Visa [] Mastercard > X ﬁ

FD_“* EI—WL rl HL THTL 5 i “The Northern Territory Gover nment i

o 3k through the Environment Protection 3%

Expiry Date ]DljD f > Agency Program, Department of Natural ‘Efé

. : 0 Resour ces, Environment and the Artsis :;'g

Signature & 3 pleased to sponsor Environment Centre NT %

/ | gh 3% Inc. Thispublication may not represent the 3%

Thankyou far.yaur EUPPOI‘T;. i 8 i views of the Northern Territory Govern- f::i

Please return this form to: | = 3 ment” ol

GPO Box 2120 Darwin 0801 j ) ~ ¥ :i
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