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Another uranium mine in Kakadu? 
French Government wants to mine Koongarra  
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P2 Are you ready to change the 
 world? 
P 3   Australia’s most secret  
 Government Organisation? 
P 3 Daly Future in CM’s hands 
P 4 Kyoto Day celebration 
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P 5 Blacktip Gas EIS incomplete 
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 of  History 
P7 Bits & Pieces 
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The Northern Territory Land Corpora-
tion (NTLC) is a strange beast.  Created 
by the CLP by Act of Parliament in 
1985, the NTLC operates as a land hold-
ing and land disposal company.  It cur-
rently owns land and Crown Leases all 
over the NT, ranging from Gunn Point 
north of Darwin to Batchelor, Tennant 
Creek, Alice Springs, the Gulf, and right 
across to the WA border. 
 
How did it come by all this land?  How 
much is it worth?  How is it being man-
aged? Who does it sell land to? For how 
much?  And for what purpose? 
 
These and many other questions can-
not be answered because the NTLC is 
not required to report to the public, 
Parliament or the Min-
ister Responsible, 
Lands Minister Dr 
Chris Burns. 
 
Despite the fact that the 
NTLC is created by Act 
of Parliament, housed 
and financially supported 
by the NT Government, 
(via DIPE), and despite 
the fact that the Minister 
has appointed current 
and former senior public 
servants to the Board of 
the NTLC, it has no legal 
obligation to disclose any 
information about its 
dealing to anyone—even 
the Minister! 
 
It is ironic that when the 
NTLC was being debated 
in Parliament in 1995, then Opposition 
MP Clare Martin stated: 
 
“Taxpayer’s dollars go into the Land 
Corporation yet taxpayer’s have no 

idea what those dollars are used for 
and have no idea of the financial op-
erations of the corporation...These 
days every single organization is ac-
countable—with the exception of the 
NTLC...We have a unique situation in 
that we have a body that is not ac-
countable to anyone.” 
 
Ms Martin went on: 
“Holdings with an unimproved capital 
value in excess of $10 million, which is 
an underestimate, and a market value 
of perhaps $50 million of taxpayers 
money should be account-
able.” (Hansard, Wed 22 Nov, 1995) 
 
We can only agree and ask again: When 
will the current NT Government act on 

its own stated concerns and principles 
and consign the secretive NTLC to the 
dustbin of history (and return the land it 
holds to the public, or its Traditional 
Owners, where it belongs)? 

Australia’s most secretive  
Government organization?  

Daly future in 
Chief Minister’s 
hands 
In December 2004 a delegation from 
ECNT presented a 1000-signature 
Daly petition to Chief Minister Clare 
Martin. The petition called for an ex-
tended moratorium on both land 
clearing and subdivisions on pastoral 
leases in the Daly Region, and reiter-
ated ECNT’s long-held position that 
broadscale land clearing should be 
banned outright. Thanks to everyone 
who signed the petition, and to the 
wonderful Lauren who organised the 
petition and also the wonderful Pru 
who collected most of the signatures 
at market stalls.  
 
We also presented the Chief Minister 
with a ‘Save the Daly’ bumper sticker, 
which she accepted with the re-
sponse: ‘You don’t think that my 
Government doesn’t want to save 
the Daly, do you?’ We certainly 
hope the Chief Minister is true to her 
words in this election year. 
 
The Daly Community Reference 
Group (CRG) Report was also sub-
mitted to the NT Government in De-
cember. It is likely to be considered 
by Cabinet in February and a date 
will be set to release the report for 
public consultation. However, at the 
time of printing this newsletter we do 
not have confirmation of the Govern-
ment’s intentions.  
 
Why are we waiting? The Govern-
ment may have decided that the CRG 
Report should not be released whilst 
public submissions were being 
sought on the Draft Integrated Natu-
ral Resource Management (INRM) 
Plan. Now yet another major report, 
the Draft Parks and Conservation 
Masterplan, will also be released for 
comment in coming months. We 
hope that the CRG Report will not be 
delayed too much further.  
 
Stay tuned. ECNT will be urging 
ECNT members and supporters to 
tell the Government that nothing 
less than securing the long-term 
protection of the Daly River is ac-
ceptable.  
 
Contact Dr Gary Scott, ECNT 
Freshwater Campaigner, ph 
89417439 
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The Government is currently considering 
approval for the Blacktip project, following 
receipt of public, including ECNT, comment 
on the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for the project. 
 
The proposed Blacktip Project is designed to 
extract natural gas from a field in the Joseph 
Bonaparte Gulf and bring it onshore via an 
undersea pipeline close to the Aboriginal 
settlement of Wadeye. There it will be proc-
essed at a gas plant before being sent on its 
way to the Alcan alumina refinery in Gove 
along the proposed Trans-Territory Pipe-
line. The joint venture proponents, Woodside 
and ENI, hope to have the project up and 

running by 2007 and are planning for it to be 
in operation for 30 years.  
 
ECNT stated in its submission that it is pre-
mature to approve this project on environ-
mental grounds when the associated Trans-
Territory Pipeline (TTP) project is currently 
going through a separate EIS process. There 
is an obvious need to step back and examine 
the overall and cumulative impacts of the 
three related projects – Blacktip, TTP and the 
Alcan alumina refinery expansion at Gove. 
We strongly recommend that approval for 
Blacktip is contingent upon the NT Govern-
ment undertaking a much broader strategic 
environmental review of the three related 
projects. 

ECNT specific concerns 
• It is highly probable that, despite the 

listed mitigation measures, the local turtle 
population at Yelcherr Beach will be 
severely impacted by loss of habitat, 
noise, and lights.  

• There is no discussion in the EIS of the 
cumulative impacts on the seafloor and 
fish communities of all the different drill-
ing wastes such as cuttings, water-based 
muds and their chemical additives.  

• 4.5 Megatonnes per annum of greenhouse 
emissions will result from Blacktip gas 
and condensate being used as a fuel 
source by Alcan and other consumers.  

• It very much sounds like the 
offshore platform will be dumped at 
sea.  

• Noise at the offshore platform 
could reach 182 decibels and be 
detected up to 30km away. This 
seems very excessive and is likely 
to be of detriment to marine mam-
mals as the area is potentially dol-
phin and whale habitat.  

• 2 hectares of sand dune habi-
tat will be disturbed and 74 hectares 
of tropical savanna woodland  will 
be cleared for the onshore pipeline 
and processing plant. There are 
onshore habitats where threatened 
species could be found i.e. false 
water-rat, Northern Brush-tailed 
phascogale, Red Goshawk, Brush-
tailed tree-rat. Field surveys in the 
region have, however, been ex-
tremely limited.  

• No Social Impact Manage-
ment Plan (SIMP) is in place yet. There 
are many social impacts identified that 
will have negative consequences as well 
as there being obvious deficiencies in 
consultation processes with local Aborigi-
nal people.  

 
In short the Blacktip EIS is incomplete and 
inadequate. It does not provide a sound basis 
for any government approval of the project. It 
does, however, raise many serious questions 
about the costs of gas-based industrialisation in 
the Northern Territory.  
 

For more information call ECNT or go to 
our website: www.ecnt.org 

   

   Blacktip Gas Project EIS flawed 
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Kyoto Protocol  
celebration 
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Cane toads, 
GMO’s and 

the lessons of  
history... 

Stop press 
 

Minister announces further 
funding for Cane Toads 

 
NT Lands Minister Chris Burns has just 
announced additional funding of $422,000 
for “the community based campaign coor-
dinated by Frog-watch NT”. 
 
The Minister says this brings to $1.14 
million the amount spent by the NT Gov-
ernment on cane toad control. 
 
He states, “We have [also] successfully 
lobbied the Commonwealth and States to 
have the cane toad listed as a key environ-
mental threatening process, providing a 
trigger for increased and coordinated na-
tional research funding.” 

5�
�/�������������*

���&������
�%��#

��&��&���
�*�$����
������.
+*��
��3�)#

��
��������$

��������
�=���)
����
����#

��
�<��������$�
���$�����


�

!

�
����&�

2��5�������
�5


���
+-���

�

5�
���
�*�)������
������
���

�����;
��#



���!�"
�
��!*
����
�&
�*�����

��&�

!�
��)�!������
�*���*

��������
���


�#

��
+��������������
���
��*
������
&���#

����������
��!!�
�����+������
!�$
������#

���
���
�
�)�*��
��K��
�������
�
���
$�

������-��5������*
��
�����&���)��
������
#

�
��!��&��
&������������!�
!��
��������#

�
�����������&�
�������-���

�

�����$�+����
���
�*�!
��
�����	
��������

)����
�&��&���������&���!
������&�
�#

!

�
�)
-���������������!
���)���
���
-��5�
�

��
�*(����


�3������
+�<������
�*��



���
*	�
���������
��
��*�

�
�

&+�

�������
�.�
��
&�)�.)�����&������
�����&�

����.������"
�
��!*
������������
��$��)��

$����!
����
���
��������&��

*�	
�
��������

��
�
���
��*
���*��
*
�������������!#

!�
�

�-���

�

5�
�����
�����&�3������
+�<�����
�*������

�*����	����
��)��
��&
��!����*��
+�*�&#

�
����	�
��
��$����&
�

����&�*�

�������

��
���
�
���
��*
���*��
*
��-�����!�
��

�����
�)�


�����
��
&+�$
���*����

)
������

)���������������
����+��!!�
������
����
�

�
$���)�*
�&
�

�����-�����+������
���
�

���������*�&���������)����)�������
�!

�#


�)
���
��!�
��
�&
��������)��$����<���-�

�

�����*
*	

����������
�*�<����$���

)��
&
��$����

)���
)���&���
����������

����
�����&��
�$�
��$��)��)�����������


���
��*
���������
���

���
�*�)���

#

�������)���)��������
���
��*
���)
��

��

�
�������
�)����
+-��5�
��
�$�
��*
��

�$�)
������+
�
�����
�
��!����������������#


�����&�!
�!����-���

�

5�
�
��
*������������������&���
���
�����

�
&����������������

�!����	����+�$
���#

���&��

�
������ ����
����)�**�������

��
��
�$�
��!
����
������!!�
�����+����

���

���
�
�!

���
������)��
�
*
���-��

'
���!
������+
�
�$����	
�
�
��*�

���)#

)
�������������
�����-�

�

���������*�

�	+��������&:�

$$$-
���
��*
��-�
&-���

 

;��<5�



����������	

�����
����

�

���=�����
;���
�	����
&��	�	����

 
2��5����������&���
���*������
������

����������)�!

�������$�
�������)������
	�����!
�*����&���
���
���&���
����
D'

��������
�'
�4"
+�5
�!�)��������#
�
����A-��5�
�	����$���!
���)
�����)��#
��	�
������$����5.��1����O�.��<


�#
��&�����
������''�������������������
�������))
������+��)
������
�5�!�2��-���
�
5��������#)����
���
��#&���
�����
��
#
*����!��
�������)
���������

������
�
�!�)�������
��������$
������$������	
�
#
�
������	��������
�	���
����
��&�����
��
�)����
+����$
��

����*
��
�$����
&����)�**���)��������������������
��

�!

�
�)
�

�)����
���)�*
���
&
��-���
�
5�����������
��	�
�����)����
�&��&�
��
�
$��)��$����������
��
�
��!��&���*
����
��
��
&+���
���
�	�������$
��������

)��
���
������
��)���������)������
�-��<���#
��)
�$����	
�!
����
��	+����*����&
��!�
�����!!�
�

���������������2��5-�
�

���������	�
�
����������	�
�
����������	�
�
����������	�
�
�����
EVERY LAND MANAGER 

SHOULD OWN ONE!  
 Just $19.95 

 
Weeds of the Wet/Dry Tropics 
of Australia is an up to date field 
guide to 82 common weeds that 
currently threaten native plant 
ecosystems in the wet/dry tropics of 
northern Australia.  It includes 
everything you need to know about 
identif ication, distribution, seed 
dispersal, habitat and control.  There 
are also references for more 
information on particular species and 
contact details for relevant government 
agencies.   
 
Copies are available from the 
Environment Centre NT and many 
local bookshops.  For phone or postal 
orders visi t www.ecnt.org and 
download an order form.   
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Please recycle this new

sletter: leave it in a w
aiting room

 or other appropriate place for som
eone else to read 

January/February 2005 

STOP PRESS 
  

The Martin Government 
has announced that the 

NT is finally going to get 
an Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.  ECNT 

has been working for this 
outcome for several years 

and presented a major 
submission to last year’s 
Parliamentary Inquiry.  

Now we must ensure that 
the legislation setting up 
the EPA is as strong as 

possible. 

*����������
�#�����

�
���
�
����

�����������8����
��:�����
���
1
���
)
�8��
��2��

!
��
�"
�
��!#
*
�������;�)���;��
��������
�
�#/��%�+�/��F�
�">�������
������*!���
N������)�*��

�����R��
�!�
�����)�:�P������<�
*���B�I0�0�G/�


