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Darwin Harbour Strategic Plan public 
consultation- August and September. 

 
This month’s newsletter contains a 4 page lift-out on 
Darwin Harbour. The Environment Centre has been 
working to protect the Harbour for many years- the 
declaration of the Charles Darwin National Park was 
partly a result of campaigning by ECNT. We still have no 
masterplan for the Harbour however, the mangroves are 
still threatened and it seems that the NT Government is 
seriously considering plans to dam 4 arms of the 
Harbour. 
 

Recently the NT 
Government received 
money from the 
Commonwealth to 
prepare a Strategic Plan 
for the Harbour. The 
Environment Centre has 
been involved in the early 
stages of the 
development of this plan 
which will be discussed at 
a number of public 
meetings at the end of 
August and beginning of 
September. We are 

hopeful that the plan may help to protect the integrity 
of Darwin Harbour, however we’re very aware that the 

NT Government has failed to meet public 
demands to protect Darwin Harbour for many 
years and that unless there is considerable public 
pressure the plan may end up being just another 
report gathering dust on the shelves. Therefore 
we need as many people as possible to attend 
the public consultation meetings being held in 
the first week of September to voice their 
concerns for the future of the Harbour.  
 
The enclosed lift-out contains a ‘Community 
Vision’ for the Harbour which involves protecting 
the mangroves in a conservation zone and 
overhauling out of date and inappropriate 
planning documents. The ‘Community Vision’ has 
been developed by a number of local 
community groups and we’re now asking people 
to register their support for the concept. One way 
of doing this could be to raise the ‘Community 
Vision’ at one of the public meetings scheduled 
as part of the Strategic Plan for the Harbour. The 
timetable for consultation is below: 

         DATE & TIME    VENUE                                               CONSULTATION  FOCUS 
 
28/08  4-6pm                   Darwin City Council meeting room Workshop- Environment, Education & Scientific 
sector 
29/08  10 am-12 pm        Development House                           Regional Development Briefing and Info Session. 
29/08  2-4pm                   Development House                           Briefing- Tourist Operators, Art Events Organisers   
                                                                                                            &RecreationUsers 
29/08  7.30-9.30pm          Mandorah Hotel                                 Community meeting-West catchment 
30/08  7-9pm                   Darwin City Council meeting room Workshop- Community groups 
31/08  10am-12pm           Development House                           Briefing-Commercial and Development sector 
31/08  6-9pm                   Darwin City Council meeting room      Darwin resident’s forum 
2/09    2-5pm                   Fred’s Pass reserve                            Community meeting-upper Litchfield 
4/09    5.50-7.30pm          Palmerston City Council Chambers           Community meeting- Palmerston community. 

Have Your Say on Darwin Harbour 

7KH SURPLVHG LVVXH RQ

ODQGFOHDULQJ DQG WKH SRVWFDUG

KDYH EHHQ SRVWSRQHG WLOO

2FWREHU

EHFDXVH ZH ZDQWHG WR JLYH DV

PXFK FRYHUDJH DV SRVVLEOH WR

WKHVH SXEOLF FRQVXOWDWLRQ

VHVVLRQV EHLQJ RUJDQLVHG E\

WKH 17 *RYHUQPHQW� :H XUJH

RXU UHDGHUV DQG IULHQGV WR

DWWHQG DQG H[SUHVV \RXU YLHZV

Inside your September issue: 
 
 

p 2   Rio Tinto Takes over North 
p 2   Project Officer needed 
p3-6 Darwin Harbour lift out, 
     containing the “Community 
Vision”  
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August saw Rio Tinto, the world’s second largest mining 
company take over North Ltd. North directors resigned 
mid-month and a new management team was appointed.  
 
It is unclear as yet what impact this will have on the 
future of ERA and in particular the Jabiluka project. 
However market analysts are suggesting that Rio will sell 
ERA as soon as possible.  
 
In the words of market analyst Keith Goode of Bell 
Securities “Rio’s main concern with ERA was likely to 
be its environmental risk. When you are that high 
profile…Rio doesn’t want to have its name on the front 
of every newspaper in the world having an ecological 
 disaster”.  
 
Seems as though our campaigning has been effective. 
The Environment Centre has written to Rio Tinto asking 
them to abandon the Jabiluka project and reincorporate 

Rio Tinto takes over North Ltd  
Future of Jabiluka under review 

the lease into the National Park in a way that is acceptable 
to traditional owners. Given the difficulty North has had 
over the past 6 months in finding a likely buyer for ERA, 
this may not be as unlikely as it sounds. After all, with a  
terrible human rights, environmental and industrial record 
Rio Tinto may be looking to try and regain some much 
needed credibility.  
 
Rio are currently engaged in a review of all branches of 
North Ltd and are expected to make a decision on which 
branches it retains and which ones it sells in the next 
month or so. 
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77KHKH 22UGUG 55LYHLYHUU ,,UUULJDULJDWWLRLRQQ 6FK6FKHHPHPH�� SDVW�SDVW� SSUHVHQUHVHQWW DDQQG IXWXUH�G IXWXUH�

,Q -XQH WKLV \HDU (&17 DQG (QYLURQV .LPEHUOH\ ZHUH VXFFHVVIXO LQ DWWDLQLQJ IXQGLQJ WR FRQGXFW
DQ DQDO\VLV RI LUULJDWHG DJULFXOWXUDO GHYHORSPHQW LQ WKH 2UG 9DOOH\� ERWK SDVW GHYHORSPHQW DQG
SRWHQWLDO IXWXUH GHYHORSPHQW� :H DUH QRZ VHHNLQJ D VKRUW WHUP UHVHDUFKHU�SURMHFW RIILFHU WR
XQGHUWDNH WKLV VWXG\� ,W LV HQYLVDJHG WKDW WKH SURMHFW ZRXOG WDNH DURXQG �� ZHHNV WR FRPSOHWH
�WKH SURMHFW RIILFHU·V SD\PHQW LV ������� 7KH VWXG\ ZLOO DGGUHVV WKH HQYLURQPHQWDO� VRFLDO DQG
HFRQRPLF DVSHFWV RI WKH GHYHORSPHQW DQG ZLOO PDS RXW WKH OLNHO\ SURFHVVHV WKDW ZRXOG HQVXH LI
2UG 6WDJH � ZHUH WR EH SXUVXHG� 7KH SURMHFW RIILFHU ZLOO ZRUN ZLWK ERWK (&17 DQG (. DQG DOVR
WKH .LPEHUOH\ /DQG &RXQFLO DQG .XQXQXUUD�EDVHG FRQVHUYDWLRQLVWV�
,W LV LQWHQGHG WKDW WKH VWXG\ ZLOO�

�� SURYLGH WKH HQYLURQPHQW PRYHPHQW DQG LQWHUHVWHG SXEOLF ZLWK DQ DQDO\VLV RI WKH LPSDFWV
DQG FRQVHTXHQFHV RI GHYHORSPHQW RI 2UG 6WDJH � WKDW ZLOO KHOS LQIRUP IXWXUH FDPSDLJQ
ZRUN LQ WKH 2UG� DQG

�� SURYLGH D FDVH VWXG\ RI VRPH RI WKH FRQVHTXHQFHV RI D PDMRU DJULFXOWXUDO GHYHORSPHQW LQ
WURSLFDO $XVWUDOLD�
,II \RX Z\RX ZRRXOGXOG OOLNHLNH DD MRE GHVFULSWLRMRE GHVFULSWLRQQ IRU WKHIRU WKH SURMHSURMHFFW SW SOOHDVHDVHH FRQWDFRQWDFFW (&17 RQ �� ���� �W (&17 RQ �� ���� ������ 1RW��� 1RWHH��
WWKHKH FFORVLQJ GORVLQJ GDDWWHH IRU DSSOLIRU DSSOLFFDWLRQV LVDWLRQV LV 66HSHSWWHPHPEEHU ���HU ���
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%LWV�DQG�3LHFHV�
)HGHUDO $/3

FRPPLWV WR .DNDGX

$W LWV UHFHQW FRQIHUHQFH LQ

+REDUW� WKH LVVXH RI WKH

SURSRVHG -DELOXND PLQH LQ .DNDGX

ZDV GLVFXVVHG� 7KH GHFLVLRQ ZDV

DV IROORZV�

´WKH FRQIHUHQFH QRWHG WKDW

-DELOXND LV LQ DQ DUHD H[FLVHG

IURP� EXW SK\VLFDOO\ ZLWKLQ� WKH

:RUOG +HULWDJH OLVWHG DUHD RI

.DNDGX 1DWLRQDO 3DUN DQG WKDW

GRPHVWLF DQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO

FRQFHUQ H[LVWV RYHU WKH LVVXH� $

IXWXUH /DERU *RYHUQPHQW LV

FRPPLWWHG WR DQ DFWLRQ SODQ LQ

RUGHU WR UHVSHFW WKH :RUOG

+HULWDJH YDOXHV E\�

•FRQWLQXHG RSSRVLWLRQ WR WKH

SURSRVHG PLQH DW -DELOXND DQG

DQ\ DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU WKH H[SRUW RI

RUH IURP WKH OHDVH

•VHHNLQJ D SHUPDQHQW RXWFRPH

IRU WKH -DELOXND PLQHUDO OHDVH

ZKLFK SURWHFWV WKH RXWVWDQGLQJ

QDWXUDO DQG FXOWXUDO YDOXH RI ERWK

WKH OHDVH DUHDV DQG WKH

VXUURXQGLQJ 1DWLRQDO 3DUN DUHD�

DQG

•UHYLHZLQJ WKH ¶MRLQW PDQDJHPHQW·

VWUXFWXUHV DQG SURFHVVHV IRU WKH

3DUN�µ

7KLV GHFLVLRQ LQFUHDVHV WKH

XQFHUWDLQW\ VXUURXQGLQJ -DELOXND�

,W LV LPSRUWDQW QRZ WKDW ZH

JDOYDQLVH WKH $/3 SRVLWLRQ LQ WKH

OHDG XS WR WKH QH[W HOHFWLRQ�

\RX FDQ KHOS E\ ZULWLQJ WR \RXU

$/3 PHPEHU DQG 0U %HD]OH\ DQG

FRQJUDWXODWLQJ WKHP RQ WKHLU

SROLF\� $VN WKHP LI WKHLU ¶DFWLRQ

SODQ· LV XQFRQGLWLRQDO� )RU PRUH

LQIR FRQWDFW

(&17�

$QRWKHU 5HVSRQVH WR

+LJKHU 3HWURO 3ULFHV

7KH FXUUHQW ZDYH RI SHWURO SULFH

ULVHV $XVWUDOLD ZLGH KDV FDSWXUHG

PXFK PHGLD DWWHQWLRQ EXW LV DOPRVW

DOZD\V DSSURDFKHG IURP WKH VDPH

DQJOH� +RZ FDQ ZH DFKLHYH ORZHU

SULFHV"

7KLV HYLGHQFH JLYHQ EHIRUH D 86

6HQDWH &RPPLWWHH� E\ $QGUHZ

+RHPHU RQ EHKDOI RI WKH &HQWUH IRU

D 6XVWDLQDEOH (FRQRP\ PDNHV VRPH

XVHIXO REVHUYDWLRQV DERXW KRZ WR

UHVSRQG WR KLJK SHWURO SULFHV � FXW

XVH QRW WD[HV�

+H OLVWHG WKUHH DSSURDFKHV WR GHDOLQJ

ZLWK WKH FXUUHQW KLJK HQHUJ\ SULFHV

WKURXJK WKH WD[ V\VWHP�


 ILUVW� WD[ LQFHQWLYHV IRU HQHUJ\

HIILFLHQF\ DQG UHQHZDEOH HQHUJ\

WHFKQRORJLHV�


 VHFRQG� WD[ LQFHQWLYHV IRU GRPHVWLF

IRVVLO IXHO SURGXFWLRQ� DQG ILQDOO\�


 D PRUDWRULXP RQ IHGHUDO PRWRU IXHO

WD[HV�

2I WKHVH WKUHH SROLFLHV� RQO\ WKH

LQFHQWLYHV IRU HQHUJ\ HIILFLHQF\ DQG

UHQHZDEOHV SURPRWH ORQJ�WHUP

HQHUJ\ VHFXULW\� HFRQRPLF JURZWK�

DQG HQYLURQPHQWDO TXDOLW\� 6XEVLGLHV

WR IRVVLO IXHO LQGXVWULHV GUDLQ

$PHULFDQ �DQG $XVWUDOLDQ� UHVHUYHV

DQG HQVXUH LQFUHDVHG GHSHQGHQFH RQ

IRUHLJQ RLO� ZKLOH FXWWLQJ IXHO WD[HV

SOD\V LQWR WKH KDQGV RI 23(& E\

WUDQVIHUULQJ PRQH\ GLUHFWO\ IURP WKH

SRFNHWV RI 8�6� �DQG $XVWUDOLDQ�

WD[SD\HUV LQWR WKH KDQGV RI IRUHLJQ

RLO SURGXFHUV�

,Q VXPPDU\� LQFHQWLYHV IRU HQHUJ\

HIILFLHQF\ DQG UHQHZDEOH HQHUJ\

WHFKQRORJLHV DUH JRRG IRU WKH

HFRQRP\ DQG JRRG IRU WKH

HQYLURQPHQW� 7KH\ SURPRWH HQHUJ\

VHFXULW\ DQG SXW XV LQ D EHWWHU

EDUJDLQLQJ SRVLWLRQ LQ ZRUOG HQHUJ\

PDUNHWV� 2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG� ERWK

VXEVLGLHV WR GRPHVWLF IRVVLO IXHO

LQGXVWULHV DQG FXWV LQ PRWRU IXHO

WD[HV FRQVWLWXWH H[SHQVLYH DQG

XQMXVWLILHG JLYHDZD\V WR LQGXVWULHV

WKDW DUH DOUHDG\ KHDYLO\

VXEVLGLVHG�

7KH\ ZRXOG KDUP RXU QDWLRQDO

VHFXULW\ DQG SXW XV DW D EDUJDLQLQJ

GLVDGYDQWDJH ZLWK WKH 23(&

QDWLRQV�

(DUWK $OLYH %LRGLYHUVLW\

%DVK

+DQGV RQ IRU /LIH

$Q H[FLWLQJ HYHQW LV EHLQJ SODQQHG

IRU 6DWXUGD\ � 6HSWHPEHU DW

.QXFNH\·V /DJRRQ 5HFUHDWLRQ

5HVHUYH EHWZHHQ � DQG �SP �

$ YDULHW\ RI RUJDQLVDWLRQV ZLOO WDNH

SDUW� LQFOXGLQJ


 *UHHQLQJ $XVWUDOLD ZLOO OHDG %XVK

:DONV WR OHDUQ DERXW ORFDO SODQWV

DQG DQLPDOV DQG WKHLU KRPHV


 )URJZDWFK ZLOO KROG DQ

LQWHUDFWLYH FRPSXWHU GLVSOD\�

GHPRQVWUDWLQJ ORFDO IURJV� WKHLU

FDOOV DQG KRZ WR KHOS WKHP VXUYLYH


 :LOGFDUH DQG 6QDNHV 17� OHDUQ

DERXW VRPH ORFDO VQDNHV DQG OL]DUGV

DQG WKHLU KDELWDWV


 7RS(QG 1DWLYH 3ODQWV 6RFLHW\ ZLOO

KDYH GLVSOD\V DQG VDOHV RI SODQWV

WKDW DWWUDFW ELUGV DQG EXWWHUIOLHV

$1' PXFK� 08&+ 025(��

5LQJ 6DOO\ -DFND �������� IRU



6HSWHPEHU ���� 3DJH �

(19,5210(17�

 

Postage 
Paid 

Surface Mail The Newslet ter of the Environment Centre NT 
PO Box 2120  Darwin  NT 0801 Ph (08) 8981 1984  Fax (08) 8941 0387 
E-mail: ecnt@octa4.net.au 

Registered by Australia Post Print Post No.54539300037  If undeliverable please return to GPO Box 2120 Darwin NT 

The views expressed in EnvironmeNT are not necessarily those of the Environment Centre NT management committee 
Please recycle this newsletter: leave it in a waiting room or other appropriate place for someone else to read 

Dates to remember 
September is Biodiversity month 

 
&RPH DORQJ DQG H[SUHVV \RXU YLHZV DERXW WKH )XWXUH RI 'DUZLQ +DUERXU
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