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%\ WKH WLPH \RX UHFHLYH WKLV QHZVOHWWHU ZH ZLOO KDYH PRYHG WR RXU QHZ RIILFH �RQ �� $SULO� ZKLFK LV DW �� ��

:RRGV 6W� ,W LV LQ WKH ODVW EORFN EHIRUH 'DO\ 6W DQG WKHUH LV D WHOHSKRQH ER[ RXW WKH IURQW� ,W LVQ·W TXLWH DV

FHQWUDO DV RXU ODVW RQH� EHLQJ DERXW ILYH WR WHQ PLQXWHV IURP WKH SRVW RIILFH� EXW LW LV LQ D YHU\ SOHDVDQW
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The Northern Land Council full Council meeting of 
early April resolved to refuse consent to the 
Koongarra uranium mine. Koongarra Ltd, a 
subsidiary of controversial French nuclear operator 
Cogema, had been attempting to gain consent to 
exploration and mining at Koongarra, a large 
uranium orebody near Nourlangie Rock in Kakadu 
National Park. Koongarra lease lies upstream of the 
Woolwonga wetlands, an extremely important 
wetlands system in the South Alligator catchment. 
 
The decision came after a meeting of traditional 
owners last December where it was decided not to 
consent to the mine. There were some concerns 
amongst traditional owners over ‘traditional interest 
in Warramal land’ but the NLC stated that “recent 
concerns raised were not about wanting the mine 
to proceed, but about answering questions 
concerning traditional interest in Warramal land”. 
The NLC resolved to address these questions about   

traditional ownership at a meeting in the next 3 
months.  
 
The resolution of the Northern Land Council 
asserted that the issue of mining at Koongarra 
would not be revisited for another 5 years. This 
decision represents a significant obstacle to the 
mine proceeding, particularly given that there 
may well be a change of Federal Government 
in the next 5 years. At this stage the ALP policy 
on uranium mining is that an ALP Government 
will not allow any new uranium mines to be 
developed. The decision is very welcome news 
for the Environment Centre, which has been 
campaigning on Koongarra on and off since its 
inception. The news coincided with the 21st 
anniversary of the proclamation of the first stage 
of Kakadu National Park. And while the 
Koongarra project is not yet dead in the water, 
it certainly looks increasingly unlikely to proceed. 
 

 Koongarra- off the agenda. 
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$Q $XVWUDOLDQ *RYHUQPHQW
UHSRUW WR WKH :RUOG +HULWDJH
%XUHDX UHOHDVHG RQ WKH ��WK $SULO
KLJKOLJKWHG WKH *RYHUQPHQW·V
IDLOXUH WR PHHW WKH FRPPLWPHQWV
PDGH WR WKH :RUOG +HULWDJH
&RPPLWWHH WR SURWHFW .DNDGX
1DWLRQDO 3DUN IURP WKH LPSDFWV
RI WKH -DELOXND XUDQLXP SURMHFW�

/DVW -XO\ DQ KLVWRULF
([WUDRUGLQDU\ VHVVLRQ RI WKH
:RUOG +HULWDJH &RPPLWWHH LQ
3DULV H[DPLQHG WKH LPSDFWV RI
-DELOXND� 3ULRU WR WKH PHHWLQJ WKH
� DGYLVRU\ JURXSV WR WKH
&RPPLWWHH DOO UHFRPPHQGHG D
¶:RUOG +HULWDJH LQ GDQJHU·
OLVWLQJ IRU .DNDGX� 7KH
$XVWUDOLDQ *RYHUQPHQW PDGH
SURPLVHV WR WKLV IRUXP LQ DQ
HIIRUW WR DYRLG DQ ¶LQ GDQJHU


OLVWLQJ� 7KH UHSRUW� FRQGHPQHG E\
WKH (QYLURQPHQW &HQWUH DQG $&)�
GHPRQVWUDWHG WKDW WKH *RYHUQPHQW
KDV PDGH QR UHDO SURJUHVV
WRZDUGV PHHWLQJ WKRVH
FRPPLWPHQWV� DQG WKDW LQ IDFW WKH
VLWXDWLRQ KDV GHWHULRUDWHG RYHU WKH
SDVW � PRQWKV ZLWK WKH XQFHUWDLQW\
VXUURXQGLQJ (5$·V SURSRVDO WR PLOO
RUH DW -DELOXND�

.H\ DUHDV RI FRQFHUQ DQG
GHILFLHQFLHV LQ WKH UHSRUW LGHQWLILHG
E\ (&17 DQG $&) LQFOXGH�
•WKH *RYHUQPHQW·V XQZLOOLQJQHVV
DQG LQDELOLW\ WR SURYLGH NH\ GDWD
UHTXHVWHG E\ WKH H[SHUW
,QWHUQDWLRQDO 6FLHQWLILF 3DQHO �,63�
•WKH *RYHUQPHQW·V IDLOXUH WR
FRQGXFW D GHWDLOHG &XOWXUDO
+HULWDJH 0DQDJHPHQW SODQ
•WKH *RYHUQPHQW·V IDLOXUH WR DFW RQ

LWV FRPPLWPHQW WR VWUHQJWKHQ WKH
OHJLVODWLRQ UHJXODWLQJ XUDQLXP
PLQLQJ LQ WKH UHJLRQ DQG WKH UROH
RI WKH &RPPRQZHDOWK LQ WKH
UHJLRQ�
•WKH JUHDW VFLHQWLILF XQFHUWDLQW\
SRVHG E\ PLQLQJ FRPSDQ\ (5$
V
FXUUHQW SODQ WR GHYHORS D
XUDQLXP PLOO DW WKH -DELOXND VLWH�
7KLV SODQ KDV QHYHU EHHQ VWXGLHG
LQ GHWDLO E\ WKH :RUOG +HULWDJH
&RPPLWWHH�

(&17 DQG 1DWLRQDO HQYLURQPHQW
JURXSV ZLOO IRUPDOO\ UHVSRQG WR WKH
*RYHUQPHQWV UHSRUW SULRU WR LWV
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ E\ WKH :RUOG +HULWDJH
EXUHDX LQ 3DULV LQ -XQH �����7KHUH
LV QR GRXEW WKH LVVXH RI .DNDGX ZLOO
UHPDLQ D IRFXV IRU :RUOG +HULWDJH
PHHWLQJV LQ -XO\ LQ 3DULV DQG LQ

'HFHPEHU LQ&DLUQV�

*RYHUQPHQW�IDLOV�WR�PHHW�:RUOG�+HULWDJH��
&RPPLWPHQWV�RQ�-DELOXND� 

'DYLG 6X]XNL VWLOO RSWLPLVWLF
5HFHQWO\ LQ $XVWUDOLD� 'DYLG 6X]XNL VSRNH WR /\QHWWH

7KRUVWHQVHQ DERXW WKH IXWXUH RI WKH HQYLURQPHQW PRYHPHQW

'6 ´ :HOO� ,·YH FRPH KHUH DV KLJK DV D NLWH� :H KDG D IHOORZ

IURP D PDMRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO SROOLQJ FRPSDQ\� ZKR KDG EHHQ

ZRUNLQJ LQ �� FRXQWULHV DQG IRU YDULRXV FOLHQWV JHWWLQJ

LQIRUPDWLRQ ZKLFK KH KDV VKDUHG ZLWK XV� DV KH·V D ELJ IDQ RI

RXU IRXQGDWLRQ� +H VDLG WKDW WKH HQYLURQPHQW IRU WKH ODVW

WHQ \HDUV KDV EHHQ RII WKH ULFKWHU VFDOH� EXW LQ WKH ODVW \HDU

DQG D KDOI LW·V VXGGHQO\ EHJXQ WR FRPH EDFN� 7KHLU SROOLQJ

LQGLFDWHV WKDW LQ WZR PRUH \HDUV ZH·OO VHH WKH HQYLURQPHQW

RQ WRS RI WKH JOREDO DJHQGD DJDLQ� +H FDOOV LW WKH ¶WKLUG ZDYH·�

7KH ILUVW ZDYH ZDV 5DFKHO &DUVRQ� WKH VHFRQG JUHHQ ZDYH

ZDV WKH OHDG XS WR 5LR DQG KH VD\V WKLV WKLUG ZDYH LV EHLQJ

GULYHQ QRZ E\ WKH FRQFHUQ RI SDUHQWV IRU WKHLU FKLOGUHQ·V

KHDOWK� DQG LW ZLOO FRPH WKURXJK DLU� ZDWHU DQG IRRG�

6R , IHHO ZH MXVW KDYH WR KDQJ LQ WKHUH� $ ORW RI FDPSDLJQHUV

DUH EXUQLQJ RXW� $OO WKH FULWHULD LQGLFDWH ZH·UH JHWWLQJ

QRZKHUH� ,I \RX·YH VHHQ WKH :RUOGZDWFK UHSRUW 6WDWH RI WKH

:RUOG ����� LW·V DOO WKHUH� D VWHDG\ GHFOLQH� :LWKLQ RXU

IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU WKUHH \HDUV QRZ� DW D PLOOLRQ GROODUV D \HDU ²

DQG WKDW·V D ORW RI PRQH\ IRU XV� ZH·YH EHHQ ZRUNLQJ RQ

FOLPDWH FKDQJH� $QG \HW DOO WKH FOLPDWH LQGLFDWRUV MXVW NHHS

JRLQJ GRZQ KLOO�

%XW WKLV JX\ IURP WKH SROOLQJ FRPSDQ\ OLIWHG RXU VSLULWV� +H

VDLG \RX·YH JRW WR KDQJ LQ WKHUH DQG \RX·YH JRW WR EH UHDG\

IRU WKLV ZDYH«µ

7KLV LV DQ H[FHUSW IURP ¶+DELWDW· $SULO ����

/D/DQQGFOHGFOHDDULQJ LQ WKH 17ULQJ LQ WKH 17
3U3URRMHFW 2IIMHFW 2IILLFHUFHU

(&17 0DQDJHPHQW &RPPLWWHH UHFHQWO\ GHFLGHG
WR DOORFDWH VRPH VHHG IXQGLQJ IRU FDPSDLJQ ZRUN
RQ ODQGFOHDULQJ LQ WKH 17� :H DUH QRZ VHHNLQJ D
VKRUW�WHUP SURMHFW RIILFHU WR UHVHDUFK ODQGFOHDULQJ
LVVXHV DQG GHYHORS WKH (QYLURQPHQW &HQWUH·V
FDPSDLJQ VWUDWHJ\� 7RWDO IXQGLQJ IRU WKH SURMHFW LV
������

7KH /DQG &OHDULQJ LQ WKH 17 3URMHFW 2IILFHU ZLOO EH
HPSOR\HG WR FRPSOHWH DQ DQDO\VLV RI WKH VWDWXV RI
ODQGFOHDULQJ LQ WKH 17� WR PDNH FRPSDULVRQV
EHWZHHQ ODQGFOHDULQJ UHJXODWLRQV LQ WKH 17 DQG
HOVHZKHUH LQ $XVWUDOLD DQG WR GHYHORS D VWUDWHJ\ WR
DVVLVW (&17 WR HQJDJH WKH FRPPXQLW\ LQ OREE\LQJ
IRU FRQWUROV WR UHGXFH ODQGFOHDULQJ UDWHV DQG
HQVXUH WKDW DOO ODQGFOHDULQJ LV VXEMHFW WR VWULFW
HQYLURQPHQWDO UHJXODWLRQ�

7KH 3URMHFW 2IILFHU ZLOO EH H[SHFWHG WR OLDLVH ZLWK
SHRSOH ZRUNLQJ RQ WKH LVVXH ERWK ORFDOO\ DQG
QDWLRQDOO\ DQG WR ZRUN FORVHO\ ZLWK WKH (&17
&RRUGLQDWRUV� (&17 0DQDJHPHQW &RPPLWWHH ZLOO
RYHUVHH WKH SURJUHVV RI WKH SURMHFW�

))RRU IXUWKHU LQIRUPDWU IXUWKHU LQIRUPDWLLRQ RU D MRERQ RU D MRE GGHVFULSWHVFULSWLLRQRQ
FRQWDFW .LUVWHQ RU 0DUN DFRQWDFW .LUVWHQ RU 0DUN DWW (&17 RQ �(&17 RQ �������
�������� $SSOLFDWL�� $SSOLFDWLRRQV FORVQV FORVHH DDWW WKH HQGWKH HQG RIRI 00DD\�\�
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ECNT has for many years 
campaigned for better 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment legislation and 
processes in the Territory. 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) is supposed to 
ensure that all environmental 
impacts of a proposed project 
are assessed and then 
considered by the public in 
order to determine whether or 
not a project should be allowed 
to proceed on environmental 
grounds.  
Recent applications of EIA 
however, have highlighted the 
inadequacy of, and 
inconsistency of NT Government 
EIA processes. 
The Environment Centre is in the 
process of cataloguing the 
failures of, and inadequacies of 
NT environment legislation. This 
will be particularly relevant in 
the near future given that the 
new Federal Environment 
Legislation requires that the 
States’ and Territories’ EIA 
regimes will be assessed by the 
Federal Government. EIA 
regimes that are not up to 
scratch will not be accredited 
by the Federal Government, 
meaning that the environmental 
impacts of all proposed 
developments would be 
assessed by the Commonwealth 
rather than state or Territory 
Governments. 
Some key failings of the EIA 
processes in the NT as identified 
by the Environment Centre are 
summarised below: 
 
*Failure to apply relevant 
legislation and processes- some 
developments in the NT have 
completely avoided public 
scrutiny of environmental 
impacts, while the level of 
governmental assessment of 
impacts appears minimal or 
non-existent. For instance, pilot 
phases of the Tiwi Island 

plantation project and the 
recently announced barramundi 
sea-cage farm seem to have 
avoided EIA processes. Likewise 
early work on the Howard River 
Prawn Farm saw a road 
developed without any public 
EIA processes 
 
*Lack of regard for public input- 
This month the Maud Creek 
Oxide project, a proposal to mine 
150,000 tonnes of ore to extract 
gold adjacent to the Katherine 
River, was subject to a Public 
Environment Report. The public 
were given 10 working days to 
comment on this proposed mine, 
demonstrating the NT 
Government’s contempt for the 
role of the public in 
environmental decision-making. 
When ECNT asked why the period 
for public input was so short we 
were told that this timeframe was 
necessary to meet project 
deadlines! ECNT is following this 
issue up with the Minister. Similarly, 
the difficulty (and cost) of 
obtaining development 
applications from the 
Department of Lands, Planning 
and Environment and the 
inaccessibility and cost of EIA 
documentation for those without 
internet access seem designed to 
discourage public input. 
 
*Lack of consistency- The 
jurisdictional inconsistencies in the 
Territory when it comes to 
planning and development 
decisions seems to defy common 
sense. For instance, landclearing 

is regulated on Pastoral lands, 
partially regulated in the 
Litchfield Shire, and remains 
unregulated elsewhere. 
Similarly levels of assessment 
chosen seem to hinge on 
political factors rather than the 
potential to cause 
environmental impact- for 
example why do some 
aquaculture developments 
receive no environmental 
impact assessment while 
others, like the Howard River 
Prawn farm are subject to a 
Public Environment Report? 
 
There is a range of other 
weaknesses in the EIA regime 
in the NT. For instance, why 
doesn’t the NT have an 
independent Environment 
Protection Authority? Or why is 
there no threatened species 
list under the EIA legislation? It 
is difficult to escape the 
conclusion that the public is 
being short-changed by the 
NT Government who seem to 
lack the necessary 
commitment to protect the 
NT’s important and distinctive 
environments. 
 

If you are interested in 
getting involved in ECNT’s 

work on Environmental 
Impact Assessment in the 

NT, or have your own 
experiences or examples of 
the effectiveness of the EIA 
system, contact Kirsten or 

Mark at ECNT on 8981 1984. 

*CTDQWT 2WDNKE /GGVKPI�

*GNR 0GGFGF
&CTYKP (QNM� 2NGCUG EQOG CNQPI VQ VJG RWDNKE OGGVKPI QP VJG

HWVWTG QH &CTYKP *CTDQWT� 
&GVCKNU QP KPUGTV YKVJ VJKU

PGYUNGVVGT�9G PGGF JGNR FKUVTKDWVKPI VJGUG HNKGTU CTQWPF VJG

UWDWTDU QH &CTYKP� 2NGCUG TKPI VJG QHHKEG KH [QW JCXG CP[ VKOG

VQ URGPF NGVVGTDQZKPI DGHQTG /C[ PKPVJ�

Environmental Impact Assessment: taking a 
bruising in the Territory. 
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