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Last month a draft 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) was 
released for the Ord 
River Irrigation Area 
S t a g e  2 .  T h e 
d e v e l o p e r s , 
Wes farm ers  and 
Marubeni, want to 
clear 32,000 hectares 
of land for agricultural 
production, and 
irrigate the area with 
water from Lake 
Argyle. The proposed 
project area spans 
the NT and WA 
borders north-east of 
Kunanurra in the 
Victoria-Bonaparte 
bioregion. About 
29,000 hectares of 
the development 
would be for sugarcane 
production (initially) and 
3,000 hectares would be sold 
to independent farmers to 
grow other crops. It is also 
proposed that 40 ,000 
additional hectares would, as 
part of the project, be 
managed for conservation 
purposes. The project area 
has been under pastoral 
lease until now. The entire 
project area is subject to 
several Native Title claims by 
the Miriuwung and Gajerrong 
people. 
 
Ord Stage 1 saw the 
damming of the Ord, the 
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creation of Lake Argyle and 
the establishment of 14,000 
hectares of agricultural 
production (mainly to 
produce sugarcane). The 
cotton industry had big 
hopes for the region in the 
early 70’s (sound familiar?), 
though left the region after a 
couple of bad seasons of 
intensive pesticide use in an 
attempt to subdue the 
Heliothis Moth. Traces of DDT, 
dieldren and other toxic 
chemicals remain in the 
region. Recently the cotton 
industry has made a return to 
the region establishing a crop 
of 1000 hectares, though 

crop yields to date 
have been fairly poor.  
         One of the major 
criticisms of Ord Stage 
1 has been the 
complete lack of 
a n al y s i s  o f  t he 
environmental impacts 
of the project. The EIS 
for Ord Stage 2 makes 
no attempt to remedy 
this past fai l ing, 
excluding impacts from 
Stage 1 from its terms 
of reference, though at 
the same time claiming 
it will learn from the 
failings of Stage 1! 
 
On the face of it, Stage 
2 involves tripling the 
amount of land 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r 

agriculture in the region, by 
clearing,  flattening and 
irrigating farms via a system 
of channels. However, at 
another level the project 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Australia is conducted by a 
separate process through the 
W a t e r  a n d  R i v e r s 
Commission), the increased 
demand for irrigation water 
that would accompany Ord 

Stage 2 is of great concern. 
The Waters and Rivers 
Commission have recently 
submitted to the WA 
Government a ‘Draft Interim 
Water Allocation Plan’. This 
plan essentially permits the 
use of a certain amount of 
water for irrigation purposes. 
T h e W A E nv i ron men t 
Protection Authority has 
recently condemned the 
water allocation plan as it 
fails to assess environmental 

(Continued from page 1) 

represents a very deliberate 
effort to ‘open up new 
country’ for more intensive 
use, ie. the project is a very 
l a r g e  r e a l  e s t a t e 
development. This has major 
implications for Native Title- 
the Mirauwung/Gajerrong 
Traditonal Owners have been 
involved in court cases over 
the past couple of years to 
determine their Native Title 
rights to areas in Keep River 
National Park and around 
Kunanurra.  
 
Early analysis of the EIS for 
Stage Two does little to 
alleviate concerns that Ord 
Stage 2 will replicate the 
problems of Stage 1. ECNT 
has a team of volunteers 
working on a submission to 
the EIS process. So far the 
following areas have been 
identified as being of major 
concern: 
 
1)  Nat ive vegetat ion 
clearance:  experience in the 
Murray-Darling Basin (and 
elsewhere) has shown the 
true costs of clearing native 
vegetation. We know that 
habitat loss is the single 
greatest cause of biodiversity 
l o s s  a n d  e x t i n c t i o n . 
Broadscale clearing of 32,000 
hectares  would  have 
m a s s i v e ,  i r r e v e r s i b l e 
environmental impacts. 
 
2) Impacts on Groundwater:   
Irrigation water would seep 
through to the groundwater, 
polluting groundwater with 
agricultural chemicals and 
raising the water table. Ord 
Stage 1 has seen the 
groundwater table rise to two 
metres below ground level. 
 
3) Water allocation- While 
water allocation is not 
addressed in the EIS (water 
al location in Western 

values of the river and to 
consider the flows required 
for ‘river users’ ie aquatic and 
terrestrial plants, animals and 
organisms.  
 

The EIS is a huge 
document that will take 
many hours (and days) 
to comprehensivel y 
assess. If you’d like to 
help ECNT make a 
submission, please give 
Kirsten or Mark a call on 
8981 1984. The EIS 
documents can be 
viewed at ECNT or on the 
on the Lands, Planning 
and Environment website 
(www.lpe.nt.gov.au). 
 
A meeting will be held 
at the Environment 
Cent re  at  5pm, 
Thursday 16th of March 
to  d i sc uss  an d 
coordinate an ECNT 

submission and assist 
individuals (and any 
other groups) with 
submission writing.  
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While deliberations continue in 
Canberra, about whether the 
Federal Government will fund a 
com pensat ion package for 
Queensland farmers ,  land 
continues to be cleared at a rapid 
rate.  This  has contributed to 
Australia recently being ranked 
among the top land clearing 
nations, on a par with countries such 
as Brazil and Indonesia.  
 
Please write now to help stop the 
clearing. Send even a short 
message.   
Flood them with discontent! 
 
John Howard        Prime Minister 
Address:    MG 8, Parliament House, 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Telephone  (02) 6277 7111 
Fax  (02) 6277 2058 
Mr Howard appears not to have a 
public email address. 
 
Senator the Hon. Robert Hill    
Minister for Environment & Heritage 
Address:     Suite MG 68, Ministerial 
Wing, Parliament House, Canberra 
ACT 2600  
Telephone: (02) 6277 7640  
Fax: (02) 6273 6101 
email: senator.hill@aph.gov.au 
 

Sample fax / email 
Feel free to cut and paste or 
construct your own. 
 
Dear Mr Howard/Hill, 
 
Your Government has committed 
itself to greenhouse abatement and 
native species protection. These 
commitments can only be realised if 
nat i ve vegetat i on c l eari ng 
substantially slows in Queensland. 
 
You must reconsider your position 
and f i nanci al l y  as s i s t  t he 
Queensland Government to 
proclaim their Vegetation Protection 
Bill as soon as possible.  
 
Widespread clearing will continue 
without control unless you do this. 
Your responsibility and credibility on 
these issues is now being judged. I, 
amongst many others, implore you 
to pass this test.  
 
We are all waiting and watching. 

ECNT and Ar id Lands 
Environment Centre (ALEC) in 
Alice Springs have jointly 
received a grant from the 
Conservation Alliance to fund 
a project focusing on reserves 
and conservation areas.  
The project aims to provide the 
v o l u n ta ry  co n se rv a t i o n 
movement in the Northern 
Territory with a tool to promote 
the extension of the Northern 
Territory reserve system and 
conservation estate by 
identifying those areas of 
pastoral holdings that are 
currently not utilised for cattle 
production as a result of 
c h an g e d  m an ag e m e n t 
practices and matching these 
with biodiversity protection 
priorities identified by the 
Territory Parks and Wildlife 
Commission.  
The work will complement 
existing efforts by the ECNT 
and ALEC to identify and 
promote bioregional priorities 

for nature conservation. 
 

7KH $OOL7KH $OOLDDQFQFHH 
The Conservation Alliance is a 
unique Australian funding 
body. Set up by members of 
the Outdoor Industry in 1997, 
the Alliance supports projects 
that may not otherwise obtain 
funding.  Prev iousl y the 
Conservation Alliance has 
provided financial support for 
the “Kakadu Worth Fighting 
For” brochure, which was 

produced by 
E C N T  t o 
coincide with the beginning of 
the Jabiluka Blockade in 1998.  
Currently the Conservation 
Alliance has fifteen members; 
A d v e n t u r e  O n e 
(manufacturers), Extreme 
Clothing (manufacturers), 
Inov8 (design and marketing), 
Main Peak (retailers WA), 
Paddy Pallin, Patagonia, 
Perception Kayaks, Recreation 
Equipment Inc (US), Snowgum 
(retailers), Swazi Apparel, 
Wilderness Photo, Wilderness 
Wear, Wild Horizons/Polaris, 
Wild Publications and W.L. 
Gore & Associates. Outdoor 
Australia Magazine is also a 
supporter of the Conservation 
Alliance.  
 
You might like to consider 
these organisations next time 
you are buying yourself some 
outdoor gear. If you do you will 
know that a portion of your 
sale will support key Australia 
environmental initiatives. 
 
F o r  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e 
Conservation Alliance check 
out: www.hydra.org.au/ca  

&RQVHUYDWLRQ�$OOLDQFH�
IXQGV�QHZ�SURMHFW�

6KRUW6KRUW 77HUPHUP 33URMHFWURMHFW

2IILFHU�V 1HHGHG2IILFHU�V 1HHGHG

(&17 DQG $/(& KDYH IRUPHG D(&17 DQG $/(& KDYH IRUPHG D

VWHHULQJVWHHULQJ JJURXS IRUURXS IRU WWKH SURMHFW DQGKH SURMHFW DQG
DUH VHHNLQJ LQGLYLGXDOVDUH VHHNLQJ LQGLYLGXDOV ZKRZKR ZZRRXOXOGG
EH LQWEH LQWHHUHVWHG LQUHVWHG LQ XQGHXQGHUUWDNLQJ WKWDNLQJ WKHH

GHVN VWXG\� 7KH SURMHFW KDVGHVN VWXG\� 7KH SURMHFW KDV DD

EXGJHW RI ����� DQG ZH ZRXOGEXGJHW RI ����� DQG ZH ZRXOG

ZHOFRPH LQWHUHVWZHOFRPH LQWHUHVW IIURP LQGLYLGXDOURP LQGLYLGXDOVV

RU IURP D WHDP FRPSULVLQJ QRU IURP D WHDP FRPSULVLQJ QRRUWKUWKHHUQUQ

DQG FHQWUDO UHVHDUDQG FHQWUDO UHVHDUFFKHUV 3OHDVKHUV 3OHDVHH

FRQWDFWFRQWDFW (&17 RQ �(&17 RQ ���� ����� ����� RU� RU

$/(& IRU PRUH$/(& IRU PRUH LLQIRUPDWLRQQIRUPDWLRQ��
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7KH (QYLURQPHQW &HQWUH ZDV LQYLWHG WR WKH ZRUNVKRS

DV SDUW RI WKH 0LQHUDOV &RXQFLO·V QHZ SROLF\ RI ¶DFWLYH

HQJDJHPHQW·� 7KH GD\ FRQVLVWHG RI D SURJUDP RI WDONV

IURP D UDQJH RI RSHUDWRUV RQ HQYLURQPHQWDO

PDQDJHPHQW LQ WKH PLQLQJ LQGXVWU\� :H ZHUH

LQWHUHVWHG WR KHDU WKH IROORZLQJ FRPPHQWV DERXW WKH

IXWXUH RI WKH 0LQLQJ LQGXVWU\ IURP WKH 1RUWKHUQ

7HUULWRU\·V 'HSDUWPHQW RI 0LQHV� 7RQ\ 0F*LOO�

´7KHUH DUH LQWHUHVWLQJ WLPHV DKHDG IRU WKH PLQLQJ

LQGXVWU\ DQG LWV OLNHO\ HQYLURQPHQWDO LPSDFW�

&RPPRGLW\ SULFHV KDYH EHHQ IDOOLQJ FRQWLQXRXVO\ LQ UHDO

WHUPV IRU WKH SDVW ��� \HDUV DQG QR GRXEW ZLOO FRQWLQXH

WR GR VR LQWR WKH IXWXUH� 0LQLQJ FRPSDQLHV DUH

UHVSRQGLQJ E\ LPSURYLQJ WKHLU HIILFLHQF\ DQG VFDOLQJ XS

WR WDNH DGYDQWDJH RI HFRQRPLHV RI VFDOH� 7KLV LQ LWVHOI

FUHDWHV D QHZ OHYHO RI HQYLURQPHQWDO ULVN� $V WKH PLQHUV

H[WUDFW PRUH RI WKH RUHERG\ WKH\ VLPXOWDQHRXVO\ H[WUDFW

PRUH ZDVWH DQG PRUH RI WKH

PLQHUDOLVHG ZDVWH WKDW W\SLFDOO\

VXUURXQGV WKH RUH ]RQH� /DUJHU

VWRFNSLOHV PHDQV ODQGIRUP

VWDELOLW\ DQG UHFODPDWLRQ ZLOO

EHFRPH PRUH GRPLQDQW LVVXHV�

,QFUHDVHG YROXPHV RI VXOILGLF

ZDVWH RQ WKH VXUIDFH LQFUHDVHV WKH

OLNHOLKRRG RI DFLG GUDLQDJH DQG WKH ODUJHU SLWV PHDQ WKDW

KXJH YRLGV ZLOO EH OHIW WR ILOO ZLWK ZDWHU� RU DFLG� DIWHU

PLQLQJ� 7KH UHFRYHU\ RI PLQHUDOV IURP HYHU ORZHU JUDGHV

RI RUH OHDGV WR LQFUHDVLQJ YROXPHV RI WDLOLQJV ZDVWH DQG

WKH XVH RI ODUJHU HTXLSPHQW DQG DXWRPDWLRQ LQ PLOOV

OHDGV WR D OHVV HPSOR\PHQW LQWHQVLYH LQGXVWU\� 7KH

W\UDQQ\ RI GLVWDQFH LV QRZ FRXQWHUHG E\ IO\ LQ�IO\ RXW

DQG WKH EHQHILWV RI PLQLQJ PD\ QRW EH VKDUHG E\ WKH

PRVW DIIHFWHG VWDNHKROGHUV�µ

1RW D YHU\ KDSS\ SURJQRVLV IRU WKH 17·V ELJJHVW LQGXVWU\

LV LW" /HVV HPSOR\PHQW� OHVV SURILWV� OHVV ORFDO EHQHILWV

DQG JUHDWHU HQYLURQPHQWDO ULVNV� ,W PDNHV \RX ZRQGHU

ZKHUH WKH PLQLQJ LQGXVWU\ ZRXOG EH ZLWKRXW D UDIW RI

VXEVLGLHV�

7KH SDSHU SUHVHQWHG E\ 0DUN :DNHKDP� RQH RI

(&17·V FRRUGLQDWRUV� PDGH WKH IROORZLQJ SRLQWV

�DPRQJ RWKHUV��

�� 0LQLQJ LV REYLRXVO\ DQ LPSRUWDQW SDUW RI WKH ZD\ WKDW

SHRSOH OLYH DW WKH HQG RI WKH WZHQWLHWK FHQWXU\ �QRW WKDW

WKLV LV QHFHVVDULO\ VXVWDLQDEOH�� $W WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI WKH

WZHQW\�ILUVW FHQWXU\ ZH VKRXOG KDYH WKH DELOLW\ WR
VHQVLWLYHO\ H[WUDFW PLQHUDO UHVRXUFHV�

�� 6RPH FLUFXPVWDQFHV RU FRQGLWLRQV WKRXJK VKRXOG
SUHYHQW PLQLQJ GHYHORSPHQWV IURP SURFHHGLQJ�:H
EHOLHYH WKDW WKHVH FRQGLWLRQV KDYH ZLGHVSUHDG
FRPPXQLW\ VXSSRUW�
7KHVH DUH DV IROORZV�
Ã:KHUH PLQLQJ LV SURSRVHG RQ ODQG DJDLQVW WKH ZLVKHV�
RU ZLWKRXW WKH LQIRUPHG SULRU FRQVHQW RI WKH $ERULJLQDO
WUDGLWLRQDO RZQHUV
Ã:KHUH D PLQHUDO OHDVH LV LQ� H[FLVHG IURP� RU
VXUURXQGHG E\ D 1DWLRQDO 3DUN RU &RQVHUYDWLRQ 5HVHUYH
Ã:KHUH WKH SURSRQHQW KDV D SRRU HQYLURQPHQWDO�
LQGXVWULDO RU KXPDQ ULJKWV UHFRUG HOVHZKHUH LQ $XVWUDOLD
RU LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�
Ã:KHUH WKH PLQHUDO LQ TXHVWLRQ LV XUDQLXP
0RVW RI WKHVH FULWHULD DUH LQWHUQDO WR WKH LQGXVWU\� DQG

WKXV WKH LQGXVWU\ KDV FRQWURO
RYHU LWV DELOLW\ WR HQVXUH WKDW� IRU
LQVWDQFH� LWV HQYLURQPHQWDO�
VRFLDO DQG KXPDQ ULJKWV UHFRUG LV
XS WR VFUDWFK� ,I PLQLQJ
FRPSDQLHV �DQG LQGXVWU\ ERGLHV�
DUH VHULRXV DERXW LPSURYLQJ WKHLU
FUHGHQWLDOV� WKHQ WKH FKDOOHQJH

IRU WKHP LV WR DFFHSW WKH OHJLWLPDF\ RI H[WHUQDO
SDUDPHWHUV IRU PLQLQJ� 2XU SHUFHSWLRQ LV WKDW ZKHQ
WKLQNLQJ DERXW LPSURYLQJ HQYLURQPHQWDO SHUIRUPDQFH�
PDQ\ RSHUDWRUV DUH WKLQNLQJ WKDW WKHUH LV D QHHG IRU D
¶EHWWHU HQJLQHHUHG PLQH·� :KLOH WKLV PD\ EH RQH DUHD IRU
LPSURYHPHQW� LW GRHVQ·W DOORZ IRU WKH IDFW WKDW WKHUH DUH
VRPH VLWXDWLRQV WKDW FDQ·W EH WZHDNHG� VRPH SURSRVHG
PLQHV WKDW VKRXOG QRW SURFHHG�

�� 7KH LQGXVWU\ KDV VXIIHUHG IURP D SRRU LPDJH LQ WKH
SDVW DV D UHVXOW RI D KLVWRU\ RI VRPHWLPHV VKRFNLQJ
HQYLURQPHQWDO GDPDJH� 7KH GDPDJH GRQH WR WKH
LQGXVWU\ �QRW WR PHQWLRQ WKH HQYLURQPHQW� E\ LQFLGHQWV
OLNH WKH DEDQGRQPHQW RI 5XP -XQJOH 8UDQLXP 0LQH�
ZLWK WKH &RPPRQZHDOWK EHLQJ IRUFHG WR FRQWULEXWH ���
PLOOLRQ LQ DQ HIIRUW WR VDIHJXDUG WKH SXEOLF IURP
UDGLRDFWLYH KD]DUGV� LV LPPHDVXUDEOH� &RQWHPSRUDU\
H[DPSOHV RI ZRHIXO PDQDJHPHQW VWLOO H[LVW� 2QH RQO\
KDV WR ORRN DW 2N 7HGL >RU PRUH UHFHQWO\ (VPHUDOGD LQ
5RPDQLD@ IRU DQ H[DPSOH RI D PLQH RSHUDWHG E\ DQ
$XVWUDOLDQ FRPSDQ\ WKDW KDV FDXVHG PDVVLYH
HQYLURQPHQWDO DQG VRFLDO SUREOHPV�

7KH�)XWXUH�RI�0LQLQJ��

VRPH�FU\VWDO�EDOO�JD]LQJ� 

ECNT was invited to attend an NT Minerals Council workshop on Environmental 
Management late last year. This report highlights some of what was said. 

´���&RPPRGLW\ SULFHV KDYH EHHQ

IDOOLQJ FRQWLQXRXVO\ LQ UHDO WHUPV IRU

WKH SDVW ��� \HDUV DQG QR GRXEW ZLOO

FRQWLQXH WR GR VR LQWR WKH IXWXUH���µ
7RQ\ 0F*LOO� 17 0LQHV DQG (QHUJ\  
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3K3KHHOSVOSV��33DDQL]]DQL]]D ��IRUPHUO\ +RZIRUPHUO\ +RZDUDUG 5G 5LLYHU� SUDYHU� SUDZZQ IDUQ IDUPP
(&17 ZHOFRPHG QHZV WKDW WKH 3KHOSV�3DQL]]D 3UDZQ )DUP ZRXOG QR ORQJHU SURFHHG DW +RZDUG 5LYHU� :H
ZHUH KRZHYHU D ELW DVWRQLVKHG WR KHDU &KLHI 0LQLVWHU 'HQLV %XUNH¶V FRPPHQWV WKDW ³:H GR SULGH
RXUVHOYHV RQ EHLQJ D SUR GHYHORSPHQW *RYHUQPHQW� :H GR SULGH RXUVHOYHV RQ JHWWLQJ QHZ SURMHFWV LQ WKH
7HUULWRU\ QR PDWWHU ZKDW WKH\ DUH´� 1XFOHDU ZDVWH GXPSV" %LRORJLFDO ZHDSRQV PDQXIDFWXUHUV" 7KH PLQG
UHHOV�
:HOO GRQH WR WKH $PDWHXU )LVKHUPHQ IRU WDNLQJ RQ WKH *RYHUQPHQW RQ WKLV� 'HVSLWH WKLV YLFWRU\� (&17 LV
FRQFHUQHG WKDW WKH *RYHUQPHQW PD\ EH FRQVLGHULQJ 'DUZLQ +DUERXU VLWHV IRU WKLV ODUJH GHYHORSPHQW� $
��� KHFWDUH DTXDFXOWXUH GHYHORSPHQW LV XQOLNHO\ WR EH FRPSDWLEOH ZLWK WKH YDOXHV RI 'DUZLQ +DUERXU� $Q\
SURMHFW ZKLFK WKUHDWHQV WKH +DUERXU¶V PDQJURYHV DQG HFRORJLFDO LQWHJULW\ ZLOO EH XQDFFHSWDEOH� (&17 LV
DOVR FRQFHUQHG WKDW WKH 17 *RYHUQPHQW PD\ ORRN DW IDVW�WUDFNLQJ WKH SURFHVV LQ RUGHU WR DSSHDVH WKH
GHYHORSHUV� 3KHOSV�3DQL]]D� 7KH VLWH VHOHFWLRQ SURFHVV WKXV IDU KDV EHHQ LQDSSURSULDWH� 7KH *RYHUQPHQW
PXVW SURSRVH D UDQJH RI SRVVLEOH VLWHV WR WKH SXEOLF DQG HQVXUH D WKRURXJK DQG WUDQVSDUHQW SURFHVV DW DOO
VWDJHV RI WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI DQ\ DTXDFXOWXUH SURSRVDOV� 7KH EDWWOH PD\ QRW EH RYHU \HW RQ WKH SUDZQ
IDUP IURQW

�� $ VLJQLILFDQW GHYHORSPHQW LQ WKH LQGXVWU\ LV WKH ULVH

DQG UHILQHPHQW RI 3XEOLF 5HODWLRQV �35�WHFKQLTXHV� 1RW

RQO\ SHUIRUPDQFH� EXW SHUFHSWLRQ RI SHUIRUPDQFH KDV

EHFRPH FULWLFDO� DQG 35 SUDFWLWLRQHUV DWWHPSW WR

FDSLWDOLVH ERWK RQ LPSURYHG SUDFWLFHV DQG HYHQ

LQFLGHQWV LQ DQ DWWHPSW WR LPSURYH WKHLU FUHGLELOLW\� ,Q

PDQ\ FLUFXPVWDQFHV 35 EHFRPHV D SULVP WKURXJK ZKLFK

WKH FRPPXQLW\ YLHZV WKH LQGXVWU\� DQG DOVR WKURXJK

ZKLFK WKH LQGXVWU\ YLHZV WKH FRPPXQLW\�

7KLV GRHVQ·W KDYH WR EH DQ XQZHOFRPH GHYHORSPHQW�

0LQLQJ FRPSDQLHV KDYH

UHILQHG WKH SUDFWLFH RI

ORFDWLQJ DQG GHILQLQJ

RUHERGLHV ZLWK H[DFW

SUHFLVLRQ RYHU WKH \HDUV�

ZKDW WKH\ KDYH EHHQ OHVV

FRPSHWHQW DW LV ORFDWLQJ

DQG GHILQLQJ ZKHUH WKH

FRPPXQ L W \ L V RQ

S D U W L F X O D U L V V X H V �

,QWHUDFWLYH 35 RSHUDWLRQV� WKDW WDNH RQ RU DGGUHVV WKH

FRQFHUQV RI WKH FRPPXQLW\ �ZKHWKHU RU QRW WKH\ DUH

SHUFHLYHG WR EH LQGXVWU\ FRQFHUQV� PD\ SUHVHQW DQRWKHU

RSSRUWXQLW\ IRU LPSURYHG UHODWLRQV EHWZHHQ WKH LQGXVWU\

DQG WKH FRPPXQLW\�

�� 7RR RIWHQ KRZHYHU 35 LV GHSOR\HG WR FRYHU XS�

FRQIXVH RU GLVPLVV FRQFHUQV� /DVW \HDU 1DEDOFR GHQLHG

WKDW FDXVWLF OHDFKLQJ IURP D PLQH VLWH KDG LPSDFWHG

XSRQ WKH HQYLURQPHQW� 7KH FRPSDQ\ HYHQWXDOO\ RZQHG

XS WR WKH LQFLGHQW� EXW RQO\ DIWHU ILVK NLOOV KDG EHHQ

UHSRUWHG E\ WKH SXEOLF� 7KHUH ZLOO EH ¶LQFLGHQWV· DW

PLQHV� EXW LI FRPSDQLHV WU\ WR GHQ\ RU FRYHU XS

LQFLGHQWV� OLNH 1DEDOFR WULHG WR LQLWLDOO\� DQG OLNH %+3�

*(0&2 GLG ZLWK WKHLU GLHVHO VSLOO DW *URRWH (\ODQGW

VHYHUDO \HDUV DJR XQWLO WKHLU DUJXPHQW ZDV XQWHQDEOH�

WKHQ WKH UHSXWDWLRQ RI WKH LQGXVWU\ ZLOO EH DIIHFWHG�

6XFK SUDFWLVHV VHULRXVO\ XQGHUPLQH FRPSDQ\ VWDWHPHQWV

WKDW WKH\ DUH FRPPLWWHG WR EHVW SUDFWLFHV LQ

HQYLURQPHQWDO PDQDJHPHQW DQG DFFRXQWDELOLW\�

�� 6LPLODUO\ EHVW�SUDFWLFH RQ�VLWH PDQDJHPHQW FDQ EH

VHULRXVO\ XQGHUPLQHG E\ LQGXVWU\ DVVRFLDWLRQ� ,QGXVWU\

OREE\ JURXSV RIWHQ DFW DW RGGV ZLWK WKH SRVLWLRQV EHLQJ

DGYRFDWHG E\ LQGLYLGXDO FRPSDQLHV� )RU LQVWDQFH

:HVWHUQ 0LQLQJ &RPSDQ\ �:0&�� ZKLFK ELOOV LWVHOI DV

D ¶OHDGHU LQ HQYLURQPHQWDO PDQDJHPHQW· KDV EHHQ D

FHQWUDO SOD\HU LQ DWWHPSWV E\ WKH LQGXVWU\ WR ZHDNHQ

VWDWH�WHUULWRU\ QDWLRQDO DQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO HQYLURQPHQW

OHJLVODWLRQ DQG WKH &RPSDQ\ /DZ 5HYLHZ $FW� WR

GHPROLVK SURSRVHG JUHHQKRXVH JDV WDUJHWV� WR PDLQWDLQ

GLHVHO UHEDWHV WR LQGXVWU\� WR DOORZ PLQLQJ LQ 1DWLRQDO

3DUNV HWF� :0& DUH

QRW DORQH LQ WKHLU

DFWLRQV� :KHQ DVVHVVLQJ

WKH HQYLURQPHQWDO

FUHGHQW LDO V R I D

FRPSDQ\ LW LV LPSRUWDQW

WR ORRN DW ZKDW WKHLU

UHSUHVHQWDWLYH JURXSV

DUH DGYRFDWLQJ� ,I WKH

$XVWUDOLDQ 0LQHUDO

&RXQFLO RU D VWDWH DIILOLDWH LV DGYRFDWLQJ IRU OHVV

UHJXODWLRQ RI PLQLQJ RU IRU WKHLU FRQWLQXHG DELOLW\ WR

SROOXWH DW H[LVWLQJ OHYHOV� WKHQ PHPEHU FRPSDQLHV ZLOO

EH MXGJHG E\ WKH FRPSDQ\ WKH\ NHHS�

�� 7KHUH LV QR UHDVRQ ZK\ LQGXVWU\ ERGLHV FDQ·W DFW LQ

WKHLU ORQJ�WHUP LQWHUHVW� DFFHSWLQJ ERWK WKH LQHYLWDELOLW\

DQG GHVLUDELOLW\ RI FKDQJH DQG VXSSRUWLQJ SURJUHVVLYH

HQYLURQPHQWDO SROLFLHV� 7KHUH LV QR UHDVRQ ZK\ WKH

LQGXVWU\ FDQQRW VXSSRUW IUHHGRP RI LQIRUPDWLRQ

OHJLVODWLRQ RU PDQGDWRU\ FRPSOLDQFH ZLWK WKH &RPSDQ\

/DZ 5HYLHZ $FW RU DFFHSW WKDW GHFLVLRQV DERXW PLQLQJ�

RU QRW PLQLQJ� RQ $ERULJLQDO ODQG VKRXOG WDNH SODFH RQ

$ERULJLQDO WHUPV� RU WKDW XUDQLXP PLQLQJ RU PLQLQJ LQ

1DWLRQDO 3DUNV VKRXOG QRW RFFXU� 2EYLRXVO\� LW ZRXOG EH

D GLIIHUHQW LQGXVWU\� EXW PLQLQJ FRPSDQLHV DUH VR RIWHQ

WHOOLQJ XV WKH\ DUH D GLIIHUHQW LQGXVWU\ WKHVH GD\V� WKDW

WKH\ FRPPLWWHG WR SURJUHVVLYH FKDQJH� 7KHUH PD\ EH

HFRQRPLF FRVWV� EXW WKHUH ZRXOG DOVR EH HQRUPRXV

VRFLDO DQG HQYLURQPHQWDO EHQHILWV ZKLFK ZH EHOLHYH

ZRXOG PRUH WKDQ FRPSHQVDWH�

7RR RIWHQ KRZHYHU 35 LV GHSOR\HG WR FRYHU XS�

FRQIXVH RU GLVPLVV FRQFHUQV� /DVW \HDU 1DEDOFR

GHQLHG WKDW FDXVWLF OHDFKLQJ IURP D PLQH VLWH KDG

LPSDFWHG XSRQ WKH HQYLURQPHQW� 7KH FRPSDQ\

HYHQWXDOO\ RZQHG XS WR WKH LQFLGHQW� EXW RQO\ DIWHU

ILVK NLOOV KDG EHHQ UHSRUWHG E\ WKH SXEOLF� 



0DUFK ���� 3DJH �

The Commonwealth is about to 
release a new national strategy 
for Austral ia’s  her i tage. 
Conservationists are waiting with 
some trepidation for the new 
legislation. Kate Harris from the 
NSW Conservation Council 
reports. 
 
The Register of the National 
Estate is a list of historic/cultural, 
natural and indigenous sites in 
Australia judged to be of high 
heritage significance. For twenty-
five years the Register has 
provided Australia with a list of 
natural environment places which 
are important to current and future 
Australians.  
 
The list reflects three decades of 
environmental awareness. The list 
is dynamic by nature as places 
keep being listed and upgraded as 
knowledge of places increases. 
Once a place is listed on the 
Register, public appreciation of 
the place is instantly validated. 
This is why it has often been 
dubbed the “People’s Register”. 
The Register of the National 
Estate plays a pivotal role within 
the heritage management arena. It 
has been said by some, that the 

Australian Heritage Commission 
legislation does not have teeth and 
that “bluff” has been the major 
force of Register. In fact the 
National Estate list has been vital 
to environmental planning for 
natural heritage throughout 
Australia.  The National Estate 
has alerted planners to the identity 
of significant places.  The 
R e g i s t e r  h a s  p r o v i d e d 
Commonwealth leadership among 
the disparate planning laws and a 
reminder to renegade States and 
Territories of national perspective 
on Heritage issues.  In some 
places the Register of the National 
Estate is the sole form of 
recognition of the significance of 
a place, and the only justification 
for protection. 
 
Although no-one at this stage can 
say what form the new 
C om m o nw e a l t h  H e r i t a g e 
legislation will take, it appears 
that the Register of the National 
Estate will be slowly degraded. 
State and local places will be 
removed from the Register, to be 
placed on State or local lists, 
providing the regions can meet 
adequate accreditation.  There will 

be a new national list of heritage 
places protected by new 
legislation, but this list will 
contain only places subject to 
constitutional control of the 
Commonwealth. 
 
Many people familiar with the 
existing system have greeted the 
speculated new model with mixed 
emotions. While increased 
protection is an improvement, the 
obvious probable  demise of the 
Register of National Estate is not.  
A major point of concern is that 
during the transition from the old 
regime to the new regime, 
acknowledgment of  many 
significant natural places may be 
lost.  This could be aggravated by 
inadequate funding of the 
Register. Furthermore, once 
evolution of the Register ceases, 
the Register the list would become 
dated and no longer credible.  
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The Register of the National Estate has certainly taken a bruising recently in the NT: both the Hotel Darwin 
and the NT Supreme Court were on the Register, and yet listing did little to prevent their destruction. The 
Environment Centre has used the Register to good effect in the past, successfully nominating the 
Territory’s important places of natural heritage. More recently the Environment Centre has invested 
considerable effort in co-nominating Darwin Harbour to the Register with the Larrakia Nation. 
Nominations have also been made for areas in the Gulf Fall region of the Northern Territory.  

 

While the National Estate has always been more an awareness-raising measure than a protective one, when 
National Estate sites are destroyed without sanction, the effectiveness of the Register will increasingly be 
under question. What has become apparent, regardless of potential changes to the Register, is that the 
Commonwealth Register is weaker than State or Territory Heritage legislation (when it is enacted- it is 
more dificult to nominate a place to the Territory Register). Therefore while the Environment Centre is still 
working on having Darwin Harbour listed on the national Register, we’ll be nominating Darwin Harbour 
(with Larrakia again) to the list of NT Heritage Places in coming months. 
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%LWV�DQG�3LHFHV�
&RPPXQLW\ $LG

$EURDG·V :DON

DJDLQVW :DQW

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 

+DYH \RX JRW DQ\ VSDUH WLPH
WKDW \RX ZDQW WR GRQDWH WR D
YHU\ ZRUWK\ FDXVH ZKLOH
KDYLQJ IXQ� PHHWLQJ SHRSOH�
DQG JDLQLQJ H[FHSWLRQDO
ZRUN H[SHULHQFH LQ HYHQW
PDQDJHPHQW" &RPPXQLW\
$LG $EURDG LV FXUUHQWO\
RUJDQLVLQJ WKHLU ��WK DQQXDO

:DON DJDLQVW :DQW� , DP

ORRNLQJ IRU YROXQWHHUV WR
KHOS UHFUXLW ZDONHUV� ILQG
VSRQVRUV IRU WKH ZDON�
SURPRWH WKH ZDON WR WKH
PHGLD� DQG RUJDQLVH WKH
ORJLVWLFV RI WKH ZDON�

$Q\ KHOS DSSUHFLDWHG�
&DOO� %(/,1'$ 35$7(1

3KRQH� ���� ����

HPDLO� EHOLQGDS#FDD�GDUZLQ�RUJ��DX

5HF\FOHG 3DSHU

IRU VDOH DW (&17
7KH ORQJ DZDLWHG ����
UHF\FOHG SRVW FRQVXPHU
ZDVWH XQEOHDFKHG RIILFH
SDSHU KDV ILQDOO\ DUULYHG�
$YDLODEOH IURP (&17 IRU
��� SHU UHDP� EXON GHDOV DUH
DYDLODEOH� $V IDU DV ZH FDQ
GHWHUPLQH� WKLV LV WKH RQO\
JHQLXQHO\ HQYLURQPHQWDOO\
IULHQGO\ RIILFH SDSHU
DYDLODEOH LQ WRZQ� &RPH DQG
JUDE VRPH ZKLOH VWRFNV ODVW�

4XL] 1LJKW

$V DGYHUWLVHG ODVW PRQWK� WKH
)LUVW *UHDW *UHHQ 4XL]
1LJKW ZLOO EH KHOG RQ
6DWXUGD\ �WK $SULO DW WKH
$UDIXUD %RZOV &OXE� 6WDUW
JHWWLQJ \RXU WHDP WRJHWKHU
QRZ� WDEOH ERRNLQJV RI ����
SHRSOH FDQ EH PDGH DW
(&17�
:H DOVR QHHG YROXQWHHUV WR
KHOS ZLWK IRRG� RUJDQLVLQJ
SUL]HV DQG SXEOLFLW\ IRU WKH
HYHQW� 3OHDVH JLYH 'L� .LUVWHQ
RU 0DUN D FDOO RQ ���� ����
LI \RX FDQ KHOS�

6RODU 5HEDWH

3URJUDP
7KH &RPPRQZHDOWK

*RYHUQPHQW KDV LQWURGXFHG
WKH 3KRWRYROWDLF �39�
5HEDWH 3URJUDP WR
HQFRXUDJH WKH ORQJ�WHUP XVH
RI SKRWRYROWDLF WHFKQRORJ\
WR JHQHUDWH HOHFWULFLW\ IURP
WKH XVH RI UHQHZDEOH HQHUJ\
LQ $XVWUDOLD�
7KH UHEDWH LV EDVHG RQ WKH
SHDN XVH 39 RXWSXW RI D
QHZ 39 FRPSRQHQW V\VWHP�
7KH PLQLPXP V\VWHP VL]H LV
��� ZDWW SHDN RXWSXW� 7KHUH
LV QR PD[LPXP VL]H
DOWKRXJK WKH UHEDWH LV FDSSHG
DW ������ �RU ���N:� IRU HDFK
LQVWDOODWLRQ�
(QTXLULHV FDQ EH PDGH WR WKH
$XVWUDOLDQ *UHHQKRXVH
2IILFH RQ ���� ��� ����

*HQ(WKLFV XSGDWH
E\ -DQH *RRGULFK
*HQH (WKLFV 1HWZRUN 17 LV VWLOO
JRLQJ VWURQJ� PHHWLQJ HYHU\

IRUWQLJKW DW WKH (QYLURQPHQW
&HQWUH� 6R IDU WKLV \HDU ZH KDYH
SXW LQ VXEPLVVLRQV WR WKH GUDIW
& R P P R Q Z H D O W K * H Q H
7HFKQRORJ\ %LOO ����� :H·YH DOVR
UH VSRQGHG WR 0RQVDQWR· V
DSSOLFDWLRQ WR UHOHDVH URXQG�XS
UHDG\ FRWWRQ LQ $XVWUDOLD� 6WHYH
(EVZRUWK� 1LOYD (JDQD DQG , DOO
DWWHQGHG WKH SXEOLF IRUXP IRU WKH
QHZ *HQH 7HFKQRORJ\ /HJLVODWLRQ�
7KLV ZDV XVHIXO LQ ILUVWO\ JLYLQJ XV
DQ LQVLJKW LQWR WKH ZRUNLQJV RI WKH
ELOO DQG RI WKH ,QWHULP 2IILFH RI
WKH *HQH 7HFKQRORJ\ 5HJXODWRU
�,2*75� DQG DOVR WR PDNH WKHP
DZDUH RI RXU FRQFHUQV RYHU WKH
ELOO�

&RPLQJ XS RQ :HGQHVGD\ WKH ��WK

RI 0DUFK LV :RUOG &RQVXPHU
5LJKWV 'D\� :H SODQ WR KDYH D
*HQH (WKLFV LQIRUPDWLRQ VWDOO LQ
WKH PDOO DQG D VWDOO DW &DVXDULQD
WKH IROORZLQJ 6DWXUGD\ ���WK

0DUFK�� 7KH DLP RI WKHVH VWDOOV LV
WR LQFUHDVH SXEOLF DZDUHQHVV RI
JHQHWLF HQJLQHHULQJ DV D FRQVXPHU
LVVXH� ,W·V LPSRUWDQW IRU SHRSOH WR
EH DZDUH WKDW ZH GR KDYH WKH
SRZHU WR UHMHFW WKLV WHFKQRORJ\�
:H DOVR KRSH WR JDLQ VRPH QHZ
PHPEHUV DV ZH DUH QRZ VWDUWLQJ WR
EXLOG XS RXU PHPEHUVKLS EDVH�
7KH UHFRPPHQGHG UDWHV IRU
PHPEHUVKLS GRQDWLRQ DUH ��
�XQZDJHG� DQG ��� �ZDJHG��
0HPEHUVKLS HQWLWOHV \RX WR D
GLVFRXQW DW DQ\ *HQH HWKLFV JLJV�
TXDUWHUO\ QHZVOHWWHUV DQG H�PDLO
XSGDWHV�

)RU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ� FRQWDFW
6WHYH (EVZRUWK RQ ���� ���� �E�
K� -DQH *RRGULFK RQ ���� ���� �D�
K�



(19,5210(17�

 

Postage 
Paid 

Surface Mail 
The Newslet ter of the Environment Centre NT 
PO Box 2120  Darwin  NT 0801 Ph (08) 8981 1984  Fax (08) 8941 0387 
E-mail: ecnt@octa4.net.au 

Registered by Australia Post Print Post No.54539300037  If undeliverable please return to GPO Box 2120 Darwin NT 

The views expressed in EnvironmeNT are not necessarily those of the Environment Centre NT management committee 
Please recycle this newsletter: leave it in a waiting room or other appropriate place for someone else to read 

Dates to remember in March 
5th       - Clean Up Australia Day 
8th      - International Women’s Day 
14th    - Australian Association of Environmental Educa            
            tors meeting at ECNT 4.30pm all welcome 
15th    - Consumer Rights Day 
16th    - ORD EIS Meeting at ECNT 5pm 
19th    - Walk against Want 
23rd    - Two years since the start of Jabiluka Blockade  
31st     - ORD EIS responses due 


