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The Coalition and Democrat’s 
GST will take effect in 3 months. 
The Environment Centre has 
been preparing for the 
introduction of the new tax 
system over recent months. 
While this has not been a 
particularly exciting task, we’re 
very aware that the impact of 
the new system on small and 
non-profit organisations is likely 
to be huge, and could even 
send some unprepared or 
struggling organisations to the 
wall.  
Assessing the impact of GST 
has been quite difficult given 
the conflicting and incomplete 
information available to non-
profit organisations. GST 
implementation resources 
seem to have been targeted 
at the ‘business end of town’ 
though small community 
organisations are perhaps 
much more likely to suffer the 
impacts of the GST, given their 
lack of financial and 
accounting expertise and 
focus. 
 
The Conservation Council 
network (of which ECNT is a 
member) were recently invited 
to a workshop with the 
Australian Taxation Office to 

attempt to work through some 
of the uncertainties and impacts 
conservation organisations are 
likely to face with GST. The 
meeting was very productive in 
that a lot of grey areas were 
worked through. The fact that so 
many areas of uncertainty 
remain 3 months before the tax 
system takes effect is extremely 
concerning however. 
 
The main ways to prepare your 

organisation/group for the GST 
are as follows: 
1. Work out whether you want to 
apply for an Australian Business 
Number and register to have the 

GST portion of purchases 
refunded. 
2. Investigate whether your 
organisation qualifies as a 
‘charity’ for GST purposes. NB- If 
the primary objective of your 
organisation is conservation, you 
may well be considered a 
‘charity’ which will enable you 
to receive tax-deductible 
donations. 
3. Work through a list of goods 
and services you purchase and 

goods and services you 
provide and consider 
ways of restructuring to 
avoid or reduce the 
impact of GST or reduce 
the GST administration 
load. 
 
If you are involved in a 
community group which 
may be affected by GST 
and have questions, feel 
free to give the 
Environment Centre a call. 
We’re no experts, but we 
will answer your questions 
if we can, or pursue them 
for you.  

GST for Conservation and Community  
organisations 
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,W ORRNV DV LI ZH ZLOO KDYH WR PRYH \HW DJDLQ�� 2XU ODQGORUG� WKH KHDG RIILFH RI

WKH /+08� KDV VROG RXU RIILFH� DQG LQ VSLWH RI XV KDYLQJ WDNHQ RXU RSWLRQ WR

DQRWKHU \HDUV· OHDVH� WKH QHZ RZQHU KDV VDLG KH ZDQWV XV RXW E\ WKH HQG RI

$SULO� :KLOH ZH DUH VWLOO FKHFNLQJ RXU OHJDO SRVLWLRQ� ZH DUH DOVR XUJHQWO\

ORRNLQJ IRU DOWHUQDWLYH VSDFH� :H QHHG DERXW ��� VTXDUH PHWUHV DQG FDQ·W

DIIRUG D KLJK UHQW� ,I DQ\RQH KDV DQ\ VXJJHVWLRQV� SOHDVH OHW XV NQRZ�
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$V PHQWLRQHG LQ ODVW PRQWK·V

(QYLURQPH17� WKH 'UDIW

(QYLURQPHQWDO ,PSDFW 6WDWHPHQW

�(,6� IRU WKH 2UG 5LYHU ,UULJDWLRQ

$UHD 6WDJH ��25,$ �� SURSRVHG

GHYHORSPHQW RI WKH 0� DUHD �ZKDW

D PRXWKIXO WKDW LV� KHUHDIWHU UHIHUUHG

WR DV ¶WKH (,6·� ZDV UHOHDVHG IRU

SXEOLF FRPPHQW LQ -DQXDU\� 7KH

FRRUGLQDWRUV DQG D WHDP RI

YROXQWHHUV KDYH EHHQ SUHSDULQJ WKH

(&17 UHVSRQVH WR WKH (,6� 6RPH RI

RXU FRQFHUQV ZLWK WKH SURSRVDO

ZHUH OLVWHG LQ WKH 0DUFK QHZVOHWWHU

EXW FORVHU DQDO\VLV KDV EURXJKW PRUH

SUREOHPV WR OLJKW� 7KUHH RI WKHVH DUH

DV IROORZV�

�� 7KH LQDGHTXDWH VFRSH RI
WKH (,6�
7KH (,6 DVVXPHV WKDW WKH FURSSLQJ

LQ WKH 25,$ � GHYHORSPHQW ZLOO

FRQVLVW H[FOXVLYHO\ RI VXJDUFDQH DQG

DOO SUHGLFWLRQV DUH EDVHG RQ WKLV

DVVXPSWLRQ� 7KURXJKRXW WKH

GRFXPHQW� WKH SRVVLELOLW\ RI VHOOLQJ

WKH ODQG RII DW VRPH IXWXUH WLPH IRU

RWKHU XVHV LV PHQWLRQHG� \HW QR

FRQVLGHUDWLRQ LV JLYHQ WR WKH

SRVVLEOH LPSDFWV WKDW WKHVH RWKHU

XVHV PD\ KDYH� ,Q IDFW� PDQ\ FODLPV

RI ¶HQYLURQPHQWDO EHQHILWV· PDGH LQ

WKH (,6 FLWH VXJDUFDQH DV WKH UHDVRQ

WKHVH EHQHILWV ZLOO UHVXOW�

�� *UHHQKRXVH JDV HPLVVLRQV�
7KH (,6 FODLPV WKDW WKH SURMHFW

ZRXOG DFWXDOO\ UHGXFH WKH OHYHO RI

FDUERQ GLR[LGH LQ WKH DWPRVSKHUH

�S�� ([HFXWLYH 6XPPDU\�� $ ODUJH

SRUWLRQ RI WKH ������ KHFWDUHV WKDW

ZRXOG EH FOHDUHG LI WKLV SURMHFW

SURFHHGV LV ZHWODQGV RQ WKH

IORRGSODLQ RI WKH .HHS 5LYHU�

:HWODQGV DUH FDUERQ VLQNV� WKDW LV

WKH\ DUH D QHWW VWRUH RI FDUERQ VR

DQ\ FOHDULQJ RI ZHWODQGV UHVXOWV LQ

WKH UHOHDVH RI WKDW VWRUHG FDUERQ

LQWR WKH DWPRVSKHUH� 7KHUH LV QR

FRQVLGHUDWLRQ WR WKLV JLYHQ LQ WKH (,6

ZKHQ JUHHQKRXVH HPLVVLRQV DUH

HVWLPDWHG�

�� )XQGDPHQWDO ODFN RI GDWD�

7KLV KDV EHHQ D FRPPHQW HFKRHG

QRW RQO\ EH WKH VFLHQWLVWV UHDGLQJ WKH

(,6 IRU (&17 EXW IURP WKRVH

ZRUNLQJ RQ VXEPLVVLRQV IRU RWKHU

JURXSV� ,Q PDQ\ FDVHV WKH

FRQFOXVLRQV EHLQJ GUDZQ DERXW WKH

PLQLPDO LPSDFW WKH SURMHFW ZLOO

KDYH RQ WKH UHJLRQ DUH EDVHG RQ

QRWKLQJ� )RU H[DPSOH� QR GDWD RQ

DTXDWLF IORUD DUH SUHVHQWHG EXW LW LV

FODLPHG WKHUH DUH QR UDUH VSHFLHV

SUHVHQW DQG QR LPSDFWV ZLOO DULVH

IURP GHYHORSPHQW� &OHDUO\ WKLV LV

LQDGHTXDWH ZKHQ FRQVLGHULQJ D

GHYHORSPHQW RI WKLV VFDOH�

0DQ\ WKDQNV WR WKH YROXQWHHUV ZKR

KDYH KHOSHG LQ WKH SUHSDUDWLRQ RI

(&17·V VXEPLVVLRQ� LW LV DYDLODEOH IRU

UHDGLQJ LQ WKH RIILFH� (&17

FRQWLQXHV WKH FDPSDLJQ WR UDLVH

SXEOLF� JRYHUQPHQW DQG LQGXVWU\

DZDUHQHVV RI WKH SRWHQWLDO LPSDFW RI

WKLV DQG RWKHU SURSRVHG EURDGVFDOH

FOHDULQJ DQG LUULJDWLRQ SURMHFWV IRU

1RUWKHUQ $XVWUDOLD� ,I \RX·G OLNH WR

JHW LQYROYHG SOHDVH FRQWDFW .LUVWHQ

RU 0DUN LQ WKH RIILFH�

0RUH�RQ�WKH�2UG�

Industry pollution info now on-line  
by John Denlay 
Anyone with Internet access can now find out about the pollutants emitted from 74 NT industry sites.  
The data is presented as part of the National Pollutant Inventory (NPI), a public database of emissions of a 
wide range of substances that can be harmful to human health and the environment.  
Across Australia, larger industries are now required to report their annual emissions to air, land and water. 
Other sources of pollution, such as small business, households and transport are also included on the NPI. 
Emissions from these are estimated by state and territory environmental agencies.  
Territory facilities on the NPI include large gold, bauxite, manganese, lead and uranium mines, PAWA 
power stations and sewage treatment plants, Alice Springs and Darwin Hospitals, and bulk fuel depots in 
Darwin and other major centres.  
The Department of Lands, Planning and Environment is currently undertaking studies into small business 
and other major, but diffuse, sources of emissions in the Darwin and Alice Springs regions. These include 
motor vehicles in both regions, bushfires in Darwin and wood heaters in Alice Springs. This additional data 
will be available via the NPI in early 2001. Emissions data from other industrial sources, such as landfills, 
defence, airports, quarries, and oil and gas production should also be available.  
The NPI can be found at http://www.npi.ea.gov.au or come along to the information night at the 
Environment Centre, upstairs at 38 Woods Street on Thursday 13 April from 5.30pm.  
 
John Denlay is the National Pollutant Inventory Officer for the Department of Lands, Planning and 
Environment. 
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%URZQ·V 0DUW &RPPXQLW\ $UWV

ZDQWV WR GHYHORS D VHULHV RI

HYHQWV� SUREDEO\ RYHU VHYHUDO

\HDUV� UHYROYLQJ DURXQG�

HPDQDWLQJ IURP� RU LQVSLUHG E\

'DUZLQ +DUERXU�

1XPHURXV RSSRUWXQLWLHV H[LVW IRU

DUWLVWV� FRPPXQLWLHV DQG

LQGLYLGXDOV WR FHOHEUDWH WKH

EHDXW\ DQG GLYHUVLW\ RI WKLV

QDWXUDO DVVHW�

%URZQ·V 0DUW ZDQWV WR SXW

WRJHWKHU D OLVW RI SRVVLEOH HYHQWV�

LGHDV RU FUD]\ QRWLRQV� DQG D OLVW

RI RUJDQLVDWLRQV ZKLFK PD\ ZLVK

WR SUHVHQW FRQFHUWV� SOD\V�

H[KLELWLRQV� RU WR GHYHORS KDUERXU

VLWH VSHFLILF DFWLYLWLHV DV SDUW RI

WKHLU SURJUDP� WR H[WHQG WKH

VPDOO FRUH RI SHRSOH ZKR FDQ

FRQWULEXWH WR GHYHORSLQJ LGHDV�

QHWZRUNLQJ RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DQG

FRRUGLQDWLQJ DQG SODQQLQJ IXWXUH

SURJUDPV � D VWHHULQJ�UHIHUHQFH

JURXS�

3RVVLEOH SDUWLFLSDQWV LQFOXGH��

*RYHUQPHQW 'HSDUWPHQWV DQG

DJHQFLHV DW DOO OHYHOV� EXVLQHVVHV

DQG LQGXVWULHV ZKLFK OLQH RU KDYH D

UHODWLRQVKLS RU GHSHQGHQFH XSRQ�

WKH KDUERXU� VSRUWV DQG VRFLDO

RUJDQLVDWLRQV� FRPPXQLW\ JURXSV

LQFOXGLQJ HQYLURQPHQWDO DQG

SODQQLQJ LQWHUHVWV� ,QGLJHQRXV

ERGLHV� KLVWRULFDO VRFLHWLHV�

DJHQFLHV UHODWLQJ WR ILVKLQJ�

WRXULVP� WUDQVSRUW� RLO DQG JDV�

PLJUDWLRQ DQG GHIHQFH���

(YHQWV RU DFWLYLWLHV PLJKW LQFOXGH��

FHOHEUDWLQJ VLWHV� FUHDWLYH VLJQDJH DQG

LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� QHZZD\V RI IRFXVVLQJ RQ

KLVWRU\� VLJQLILFDQFH� $ERULJLQDO VLWHV HWF�

ZDONV DQG ´IHUU\ URXWHVµ HQFRXUDJLQJ

KDUERXUVLGH UHFUHDWLRQ� DUW H[KLELWLRQV DQG

FRPSHWLWLRQV�PXOWLPHGLD DUWLVWV FUHDWLQJ

HYHQWV�&'520�ZHEVLWHV� OLWHUDU\�

SKRWRJUDSKLF DQG SHUIRUPDQFH VWDWHPHQWV

RU HYHQWV� VLWH VSHFLILF SHUIRUPDQFH DQG

FRQFHUWV� DQG SRVVLEO\ LQ DERXW WZR\HDUV D

FRPPXQLW\ SDUWLFLSDWLRQ HQYLURQPHQWDO

WKHDWUH VSHFWDFOH���

%URZQ·V 0DUW ZRXOG OLNH WR SOD\ D PDMRU

FRRUGLQDWLQJ UROH LQ HVWDEOLVKLQJ IXWXUH

SDUWQHUVKLSV DV QRWHG DERYH� KHOS WR

SURJUDP SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG ILQG

PHPEHUV IRU D VWHHULQJ JURXS ZKLFK

JRHV EH\RQG RXU RZQ VWDII DQG

PHPEHUV�

,I \RX FDQ SURYLGH DQ\ RI WKH DERYH� RU

ZRXOG OLNH IXUWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ� SOHDVH

FRQWDFW .HQ RU -DQH DW %URZQ·V 0DUW

SK���� ���� HPDLO

EURZQVPDUW#RFWD��QHW�DX RU ID[

���� �����

+DUERXU�$UWV�SURMHFW�

'XULQJ WKH UHFHQW 3RUW 'DUZLQ E\ HOHFWLRQ� WKH 'DUZLQ +DUERXU

$OOLDQFH �'+$� WRRN WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR UDLVH WKH LVVXH RI 'DUZLQ

+DUERXU ZLWK WKH IRXU FDQGLGDWHV� /RFDO (&17 PHPEHUV PD\ KDYH

VHHQ D VXPPDULVHG YHUVLRQ RI WKH UHVXOWV LQ DQ DG ZKLFK UDQ LQ WKH

17 1HZV WKH )ULGD\ EHIRUH HOHFWLRQ GD\�

&DQGLGDWHV ZHUH DVNHG WR FRPPHQW RQ WKUHH TXHVWLRQV� WKHLU IXOO

UHVSRQVHV DV '+$ UHFHLYHG WKHP� DUH SURYLGHG KHUH�

L� 'RH'RHVV \RX\RXUU SDUW\ VXSSDUW\ VXSSSRUW WKRUW WKHH GDPPLQJ RGDPPLQJ RII (OL]DEHWK 5L(OL]DEHWK 5LYYHU RHU RUU RRWWKHUKHU
DUPV RI 'DDUPV RI 'DUUZLQ RZLQ RUU %\Q%\QRRH +DUERXH +DUERXUU DV SDV SUURSRVHRSRVHGG LQ WKLQ WKHH ���� /D���� /DQQGG
8VH 6WU8VH 6WUXXFWXUFWXUHH 3ODQ3ODQ""
6XVDQ %UDGOH\� 1R� ���� 3ODQV DUH RXW�GDWHG � 'DUZLQ LV D YHU\

GLIIHUHQW FLW\ LQ ���� WR ����� 1HHGV D ¶:KROH RI 'DUZLQ·

DSSURDFK DQG ZLGH SXEOLF LQSXW�

6XH &DUWHU� 3HUVRQDOO\ , GR QRW VXSSRUW WKH GDPPLQJ RI WKH ULYHUV

DQG WKH &/3 KDV QRW JHQHUDOO\ FRQVLGHUHG WKH TXHVWLRQ� 7KH ����

SODQ LV MXVW WKDW � D FRQFHSW SODQ� QRW YHU\ UHFHQW DQG DOO SODQV

FKDQJH DIWHU SXEOLF FRPPHQW�

,DQ )UDVHU� 1R� WKHUH DUH DEVROXWHO\ QR JURXQGV IRU GDPPLQJ WKH

(OL]DEHWK 5LYHU RU DQ\ RWKHU�

$QG\ *RXJK� 1R� ZH IHHO WKDW GDPV ZRXOG KDYH D GLVDVWURXV

HQYLURQPHQWDO LPSDFW DQG DUH QRW DQ RSWLRQ�

LL�'RHV'RHV \\RXRXUUSDUWSDUW\\ VXSVXSSSRUWRUW DDSSXXEOLFEOLF UUHYLHYLHZHZRRII WWKKH'DH'DUUZLZLQQ5HJLRQD5HJLRQDOO /DQ/DQG8G86WUXFWX6WUXFWXUUH3ODQH3ODQ""
6XVDQ %UDGOH\� <HV� HVVHQWLDO�

6XH &DUWHU� 3HUVRQDOO\ <HV DQG WKH 3DUW\ KDV QHYHU GLVFXVVHG WKLV

LVVXH� 1R SODQ LV HYHU SXW LQWR SODFH ZLWKRXW FKDQJH� 7KHUH LV D

SXEOLF UHYLHZ RI WKLV SODQ HYHU\ WLPH WKDW SDUW LV DFWLYDWHG VXFK DV

WKH UHFHQW &HQWUDO 'DUZLQ 3ODQ RU WKH /LWFKILHOG /DQG XVH

REMHFWLYHV�

,DQ )UDVHU� /DQG 8VH 2EMHFWLYHV XQGHU /DERU ZLOO EH UHYLHZHG ILYH

\HDUO\ ZLWK IXOO DQG HIIHFWLYH SXEOLF FRQVXOWDWLRQ�

$QG\ *RXJK� <HV� ZH EHOLHYH SXEOLF LQSXW IURP FRPPXQLW\ JURXSV

PXVW EH IDFWRUHG LQWR DQ\ ORQJ WHUP ODQG�XVH SURSRVDOV IRU 'DUZLQ

DQG WKH KDUERXUV

LLL� 'RHV \'RHV \RRXU SDUWXU SDUW\\ VXSSRUVXSSRUWW WKWKHH FRQFFRQFHHSWSW RRII DD FRQVHUYDWLRFRQVHUYDWLRQQ DUHDUHDD
LQFRUSRUDWLQJ 'DUZLQ DQG %\QLQFRUSRUDWLQJ 'DUZLQ DQG %\QRRH +DUEH +DUERRXUV� HJXUV� HJ�� D QDWLRQDO SDD QDWLRQDO SDUUNN RRUU
PDUPDULLQQH SDUNH SDUN��

6XVDQ %UDGOH\� <HV DQG 1R� 1R� QRW XQWLO LW LV D ¶ZKROH RI 'DUZLQ

+DUERXU· SODQ� <HV� ,·G OLNH WR VHH ERWK D QDWLRQDO SDUN DQG D

PDULQH SDUN�

6XH &DUWHU� 3HUVRQDOO\ <HV ZLWKLQ WKH ERXQGDULHV RI UHDVRQDEOH

SXEOLF XVH� 3DUWV RI ERWK KDUERXUV DUH SURWHFWHG DOUHDG\ E\ WKH &/3

JRYHUQPHQW � HJ &KDUOHV 'DUZLQ 1DWLRQDO 3DUN� 'DUZLQ LV RI FRXUVH

D PDMRU VKLSSLQJ KDUERXU DQG UHFUHDWLRQDO DUHD VR LW LV QRW IHDVLEOH

WR WRWDOO\ SURWHFW HYHU\WKLQJ�

,DQ )UDVHU� <HV� 7KH &RXQW\ /LEHUDOV KDYH D FRQFHSW IRU VXFK D

PDULQH SDUN � WKH %HDJOH *XOI 0DULQH 3DUN EXW KDYH GRQH QRWKLQJ

WR SURJUHVV LW � /DERU ZLOO�

$QG\ *RXJK� <HV� ZH ZDQW WR VHH OHJLVODWLRQ LQWURGXFHG WR SURWHFW

DOO UHPDLQLQJ PDQJURYHV� :H VXSSRUW LQLWLDWLYHV IRU D PXOWLSOH XVH

FRQVHUYDWLRQ VWUDWHJ\ IRU RXU KDUERXUV�

,W·V FHUWDLQO\ HQFRXUDJLQJ WKDW DOO FDQGLGDWHV VKDUH WKH FRQFHUQV RI

WKH EURDGHU FRPPXQLW\ ZLWK UHJDUG WR WKH +DUERXU� :H KRSH WKDW

WKH QHZ PHPEHU IRU 3RUW 'DUZLQ� 6XH &DUWHU ZLOO EH SXWWLQJ WKH

SHUVRQDO YLHZV VWDWHG KHUH IRUZDUG ZKHQ WKH &/3 FRQVLGHUV WKHVH

LVVXHV�

'+$ KDV DOVR SXW WKHVH TXHVWLRQV WR /DQGV� 3ODQQLQJ DQG

(QYLURQPHQW 0LQLVWHU 7LP %DOGZLQ� 5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI WKH $OOLDQFH

ZLOO PHHW ZLWK KLP LQ $SULO WR GLVFXVV WKH IXWXUH RI RXU KDUERXUV�

7KH RXWFRPHV RI WKDW PHHWLQJ ZLOO EH DQQRXQFHG DW D SXEOLF

PHHWLQJ RQ 'DUZLQ +DUERXU� SODQQHG IRU WKH �WK RI 0D\� .HHS WKH

GDWH IUHH� YHQXH WR EH DQQRXQFHG�

+DUERXU FRQFHUQV VK+DUERXU FRQFHUQV VKRRZZQ EQ E\\ 33RRUUW 'DW 'DUUZLQ FZLQ FDDQGQGLLGDGDWWHV�HV�
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MANAGING NATURAL  
RESOURCES IN RURAL  

AUSTRALIA FOR A  
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE:  

A Discussion paper for 
developing a national 

policy. 
 

The federal government in 
consultation with the state 
governments has released a 
discussion paper to work towards 
a new policy approach to 
managing natural resources 
across Australia. The discussion 
paper is based on the recognition 
that previous policies to natural 
resource management (NRM), 
specifically in relation to 
agriculture, have resulted in 
current unsustainable production 
systems and massive resulting land 
degradation, arguably Australia’s 
worst environmental management 
problem. The discussion paper is 
not focussed on specific issues or 
strategies but rather outlines a set 
of principles and strategic policy 
directions where future policy 
should be directed and suggests 
some ‘indicators of progress’ 
which may be used to evaluate 
the effectiveness of such policies. 
 

Timely Release 
 
The discussion paper has invited 
input in the form of submissions 
due on March 30 to comment on 
the future issues that NRM policy 
should address and strategies for 
implementing policy. Coming at 
the end of the ‘Decade of 
Landcare’, the discussion paper is 
timely and its release has been 
welcomed by stakeholders 
including conservation groups, 

government agencies and 
agricultural groups. Any open 
forum for discussion and the 
chance for public input into a 
policy which will direct the future 
of NRM, particularly agriculture, is 
welcome and necessary as any 
future policy resulting from this 
process will effect land 

management decisions across 
Australia. With the proposed 
development of the Ord Stage 2 
project and the current land 
clearing happening in 
Queensland it would appear that 
a national approach to NRM is 
necessary and policy 
implementation urgent. 
 
One of the difficulties with the 
discussion paper is that in 
attempting to develop a national 
policy approach for NRM issues it 
cannot be too specific in 
identifying issues and policy, given 
that Australia’s large climatic and 
regional differences. What results is 
a rather difficult to read and 
generalised document where in 
order to get a full understanding 
of the concepts the reader needs 
to have a good understanding of 
policy, economics and issues 
relating to agriculture in Australia.   
 
Many land use issues 

not addressed 
 
One of the criticisms of the discussion 
paper has been that the use of the 
term ‘natural resources’ implies all 
land, water and biological resources 
including coastal systems. However on 
careful reading of the forward of the 
paper it is indicated that the paper is 

aimed at addressing agricultural land 
management practices and 
purposely is not addressing NRM policy 
in industries such as mining, fishing, 
tourism and reserve based 
conservation (national parks) which 
also rely on the use of natural 
resources. The scope of the paper 
does include farm forestry, 
aquaculture, off reserve conservation 
and Indigenous land management 
practices.  
 
Whilst the ideal approach would be to 
implement a fully comprehensive 
strategy addressing NRM in all of these 
sectors, considering the importance of 
agriculture in terms of both land area 
affected and economic activity as a 
result of it, a policy specific to 
agriculture is the first step. I do feel 
however that the relationship 
between terrestrial agriculture and 
coastal ecosystems needs to be 
identified as one of the NRM 
approaches currently dominant in 
agriculture is catchment 
management and management 
practice on lands has direct 
relationship to the health of our 
rivers and coastal ecosystems. 

Greg  Keith  has been working on the ECNT’s submission on this major new policy and 
gives a brief summary of the main points below.  

Future Changes to Natural Resource  
Management 
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(Continued from page 4) 

 

Three desired 
outcomes 
 
Outlining a broad vision of NRM 
achieving the greatest long term 
social, economic and 
environmental benefits for all 
Australians, three ‘Desired 
Outcomes’ for NRM policy are 
identified as: 
• Healthy ecosystems and 

catchments in which the 
integrity of our soils, water, flora 
and fauna is maintained or 
enhanced wherever possible. 

 
• Innovative and competitive 

industries that make use of 
natural resources within their 
capability, to generate wealth 
for social and economic well 
being. 

 
• Selfsustaining, proactive 

regional communities that are 
committed to the ecologically 
sustainable management of 
natural resource in the region. 

   
These could be summarised as 
sustainable ecosystems, 
sustainable industry and 
sustainable communities and 
reflect the philosophical building 
block of the discussion paper 
which is to integrate ecological, 
economic and social and 
cultural factors into decision 
making. 
 
Eleven principles are outlined on 
which policy direction should be 
based. You can access a copy 
of the discussion paper at ECNT 
and these do make for 
interesting reading. If seriously 
considered in future decision 
making, they may ensure a 
viable agricultural sector which 
does  not cause further 
degradation to the environment. 
The problem is that principles such 
as ESD are highly subjective in their 
interpretation. Other  principles 
include the acknowledgment of 
the rights and relationship to the 
land of Indigenous Australians, 
capacity building and 

empowerment of rural 
communities and landholders to 
make informed decisions and that 
NRM decision requires a 
partnership between government, 
communities, industries and 
individuals. 
 
From these eleven principles there 
are seven ‘Strategic Policy 
Direction’ identified being: 
• Working together effectively - 

a partnership approach to 
decision making 

• Devolving authority and 
empowering regions - 
implementing a regional 
approach to NRM based on 
catchments or bioregions 

• Investing strategically at the 
regional scale 

• Facilitating fundamental 
change - changing land use, 
promoting innovation in 
agriculture where production 
and conservation outcomes 
result 

• Building on Landcare 
• Capacity building for 

improved natural resource 
management - national 
approach to training in natural 
resource management 

• Enhancing knowledge and 
information 

 
 A regional approach 

to NRM 
 
These seven strategic directions 
discuss possible methods of 
implementation at length 
(resulting in reading a lot of 
rhetoric). However one of the 
main themes to emerge is the 

notion of a regional approach to 
NRM. From an environmental 
perspective a regional approach 
makes common sense as it 
identifies management within 
natural systems such as water 
catchments or bioregions. There 
are also social and economic 
benefits to be derived from 
regional management 
approaches such as strengthening 
local economies and 
communities. The paper even 
suggests that in the future there 
may be established Regional 
Management Authorities with 
statutory authority to make NRM 
decisions. The implementation of 
such an approach would 
represent a huge philosophical 
shift in policy making in Australia as 
currently NRM policy is the domain 
of state and territory governments 
who derive economic benefit from 
natural resource use within their 
boundaries. How this shift in power 
would occur is not discussed at 
length except to say that th 
development of regional 
approaches would require the 
cooperation of state and territory 
governments, also how such 
regional authorities would work 
with local governments is not fully 
identified.  
 
Other concerns with regional 
approaches are the potential for 
increased ‘patchwork’ of 

management practices across 
Australia as perceptions of what is 
sustainable management practice 
may vary greatly between regions. 
Another issue is that whilst regional 
decision making may be 
preferable for issues such as land 
clearing and land degradation 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

control it is not necessarily suited 
to making decisions which have 
wide scale implications such as 
policies for the use of genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs) or 
groundwater usage where many 
regions may rely on the one 
aquifer. Also there is the issue of 
how regions such as the NT’s 
rangelands would adopt a 
regional approach where 
populations are too low to support 
effective scale regional 
authorities.   
Economic tools and  
incentives 
 
Another theme is the use of 
economic tools and incentives for 
decision making. Within this 
category a wide range of issues 
are discussed including the 
development of carbon crediting, 
taxation reform and 
environmental management 
accreditation. From the 
perspective of developing 
innovative agricultural industries 
that are truly ecologically 
sustainable, the development of 
accreditation systems has a lot of 
potential.  
 
Other important themes include 
the need for increased research 
into new NRM practices and the 
for NRM and the paper is devoid 
of comment of what will happen 
when the NHT funding from the 
sale of Telstra dries up and where 
further funding will come from.  
 

Indicators of Progress 
 
• The paper also attempts to 

identify ‘Indicators of Progress’ 
that may be used in the future 
to measure whether any new 
policies that are adopted are 
effective, however the 
document does not detail how 
these indicators of progress 
would be monitored. If these 
were to be taken seriously it 
could result in a substantial 
change in land management 
practice in five years. Although 
the need to implement 
controls especially on land 
clearing resulting in biodiversity 
loss are needed now, when 
one considers the large 
amount of degradation that 
has occurred in less then 200 
years across the continent, the 
change that would result in 
five years is significant. Some of 
the ‘Indicators of Progress’ that 
are of specific interest from an 
environmental viewpoint 
include. 

 
• By 2005 each state and 

territory  should establish a 
planning framework for all 
regions and catchments, with 
communities in half of these 
regions and catchments 
having developed and being 
in the process of implementing 
integrated natural resource 
management strategies. 

 
• By 2005 all regional 

development initiatives and 
local government planning 
should be based on sound 
natural resource management 
principles and recognises the 
limitations of natural resources. 

 
• By 2015 there should be a net 

reduction in the area of 
productive land as a 

consequence of soil 
degradation caused by 
acidity, salinity and erosion. 

 
• By 2005 no additional 

ecological communities should 
become threatened as a result 
of agricultural activity. 

 
• By 2005 there should be no net 

loss of native vegetation 
measured within each 
jurisdiction. 

 
• By 2005 all stressed rivers and a 

significant proportion of other 
priority regulated rivers should 
have incorporated an 
environmental flow regime to 
ensure maintenance of 
ecological processes. 

 
Overall the document, whilst 
having a long way to go has the 
potential to influence a positive 
change to current NRM policy and 
subsequently influence and affect 
land holder decision making. In 
what form this takes place is not 
certain and to an extent will be 
influenced by the input from 
submissions into the policy. For 
states and territories it may result in 
the end of the parochial ‘let us 
make our own decisions’ mentality 
and see decisions based on a 
national and an informed 
perspective.  
 
Whether this is embraced by the 
NT government and landholders 
remains to be seen.  Given the 
relatively healthy state of the NT’s 
natural resources in terms of 
vegetation, water quality and 
land degradation compared to 
southern Australia, it is to be 
hoped that these suggested 
processes are positively 
embraced, rather than dismissed 
as being another attempt by 
Canberra to intervene in NT affairs. 
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A report in “The Australian” on 
17 March reported confidently 
that North Ltd’s majority 
shareholding in ERA is likely to 
be sold off over the next few 
years. This report follows 
intense speculation over the 
future of the increasingly 
vulnerable Jabiluka 
development. 
 
ERA’s Jabiluka project remains 
the target of continuing 
opposition from environmental 
and anti-nuclear groups as well 
as from the region’s Traditional 
Owners . It was described last 
year by Denis Burke as 
“stalled”. 
 
March 23 marked  the second 
anniversary of the start of the 
Jabiluka Blockade, the largest 
such event in recent Australian 
history. 
 
“North Ltd are losing both 
money and credibility every day 
they are involved with this 
shabby project,” said Dave 

Sweeney. They should stop 
throwing good money after bad 
and they should stop trying to 
run roughshod over real 
community concern. Jabiluka is 
going nowhere. North’s gamble 
has failed and it it now time fro 
the company to cut its 
radioactive albatross loose.” 
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The recent ourburst of anger by 
many consumers at the 
continuing rise in the price of 
fuel in the Territory is perhaps a 
good reason to consider 
alternative ways of getting 
around. I would like to suggest 
that people consider the 
alternative of travelling by bike, 
now that the Dry Season is 
coming. It would be great if 
more people took the very 
pleasant choice of leaving the 
car at home at least a few days a 
week. Maybe you could start a 
trend at your work/study place.  
 
We would love to hear of any 
groups or individuals who make 
this change. Maybe there are 

enough of you to have regular 
“Bike Days” all over Darwin!! 
The Environment Centre would 
be really pleased to from anyone 
interested in helping to organise 
a campaign to encourage more 
bike use. Ask for Di.  
PS 
While I acknowledge that our 
bus system is far from perfect, 
the cost of fares seems quite 
reasonable (compared with 
current costs down South and in 
Europe at least) and on the 
occasions I’ve used the bus 
lately (during the week), I have 
found them to be fast, 
convenient and stress free.       

4XL] 14XL] 1LLJKJKWW 
Well, preparations for our 
upcoming Quiz night are going 
very well and we have some 
great prizes. Cooks for the 3 
course meal are all organised, 
but we would still like a few 
more people to help wash up on 
the night. You won’t miss any of 
the quiz, we promise. 
 
Bookings can be made by 
phoning us or dropping in to 
ECNT. Note that tickets bought 
at the door incur a $2 late fee , 
so it certainly pays to pay early. 
At the time of writing, we 
already have bookings for 4 
tables (maximum 13), so don’t 
delay!! 
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New post cards to send to the Managing Director of North Ltd before the end of 
April (available from ECNT) 
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Dates to remember in April 
 

Saturday 8 April, Arafura Bowling Club 7pm QUIZ NIGHT 
8 April NTU Youth Concert Basket ball courts 2pm to midnight 

Thursday 13 April NPI Information session 5.30 at 38 Woods St -upstairs 
During April - send postacrds to Managing Director of North 

Tuesday 9 May Public meeting on Darwin Plans, venue to be announced 
 
 

All of April...Packing up the library, please help (bring strong 
boxes) 


