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 However, in the course of its investigation the 
Office of the Supervising Scientist also concluded 
that the underlying cause [of the contamination] 
was the poor condition of the process water 
distribution system at Ranger.  As part of the OSS 
investigation, the OSS undertook a general 
inspection of the Mill.  The poor condition of the 
process water system and associated infrastructure 
was immediately obvious upon entering those 
areas.  Leaking pipes were common.  The FOB 
Scrubber itself had a significant process water leak.  
The valve handle on the potable water hose point 
was broken and corroded to the extent that one 
needed to hit it with a brick to open or close it.  
What appeared to be a temporary hose connection, 
that was leaking quite significantly, was observed in 
the Grinding Building.  The colour of some pipes, 
necessary to identify what they contain, was very 
difficult to determine due to a build up of rust and 
grime on them.  It was the opinion of the 
Supervising Scientist that a major refurbishment of 
the process water system was required to bring it 
up to a satisfactory standard. 
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