
Don’t buy the
NUCLEAR con

What is the solution to global warming?

6 reasons why it isn’tnuclear power!

1. Too slow
The world’s existing 430nuclear reactors produce less than 5% of total world energy use, and 15%

of world electricity . To have any signif icant impact on global greenhouse emissions, l iteral ly

hundreds of new nuclear reactors would have to be built worldwide. Because each reactor takes

about ten years to plan and construct , it would take decades for hundreds of new reactors to be

built , by which t ime global warming would be totally out of control .

2. Too expensive
Each reactor costs several bil l ion dollars to construct . To build the hundreds of reactors needed

would cost hundreds of bill ions of dollars . History shows most of this money would come as

subsidies from government and would be diverted away from much more effect ive, safe ,

affordable and t imely greenhouse reduction measures including reducing energy demand,

improving energy eff ic iency and using renewables (solar , wind etc) . The same amount of money

required to build a nuclear reactor would, if spent on wind power for example, produce more

energy and more jobs , and NO radioactive waste .

3. Too ineffective
Nuclear power is not an effect ive means of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Energy eff ic iency

measures del iver seven times greater reductions in greenhouse emissions per dol lar spent

compared to nuclear power. In countries l ike America , the world’s greatest energy consumer and

greenhouse polluter , and Austral ia , there is enormous scope for reducing energy waste and misuse,

and hence greenhouse gas emissions. This can be done right now, at relatively l ittle cost, and

without any need for expensive, dangerous and dirty nuclear reactors.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Websites with more information:

www.cit izen.org/cmep/ener gy _envir o_nuclear /nuc lear _p ower _p la nt s/ar t ic les .c fm? ID=13447

www.ca na.net .a u AND, for a LAUGH: www.nuker etr o.com



4. Too dirty
Every reactor produces hundreds of tonnes of highly toxic radioactive waste and even after 50

years the nuclear industry and its government backers have been unable to f ind safe, long term means

of managing this waste . More reactors means more waste which includes some of the most dangerous

and long-lasting toxic substances known to humankind, e .g. plutonium. Nuclear power also generates

large amounts of greenhouse gases , e .g. CFCs, CO2, espec ial ly during uranium mining, mil l ing and

enrichment , and reactor construct ion .

5. Too destructive
All around the world, every aspect of the nuclear industry from uranium mining to power plant

construct ion to weapons test ing and waste storage has proven to be highly destructive of the

environment and local communities , espec ial ly Indigenous communit ies. Wherever uranium miners

and nuclear power and weapons corporations operate , environmental and community safety standards

are ei ther removed, weakened, or ignored. Secrecy and a lack of accountabil ity are central to the

nuclear industry .

6. Too dangerous
Ever s ince they were invented, nuclear reactors have played an essent ial role in creating nuclear

weapons . Of the 60 countries which have buil t nuclear reactors, over 20 are known to have used their

'peaceful ' nuclear fac i l i t ies for weapons research and/or production. The planet is now awash with

nuclear weapons and missing nuclear material , including weapons and plutonium held by ‘rogue states’ 

and groups in the midst of long running wars and confl icts . Al l s tages of the nuclear cycle provide

opportunities for terrorism . Terroris ts can target reactors and other nuclear faci l i t ies to cause a

nuclear catastrophe, or target various stages of the nuclear cycle to acquire radioact ive material for

missiles and ‘dirty bombs’.

Don’t buy the NUCLEAR con!
We al l wa nt quick a nd effec t ive solut ions t o reduce gr eenh ouse ga s p ollut ion a nd st op globa l warming, but

nuclear is NOT th e a nswer . F ocusing on nuclear i s a delibera te p loy t o distract att ent ion, and ACTION ,

away fr om th e r ea l so lut ions t o the wor ld’s ener gy a nd p ol lut ion pr oblems. The most effec t ive , t imely, sa fe

and a ffor dable way t o reduce gr eenh ouse emissions a nd ha lt g loba l war ming is a mix of : (1) incr eas ing the

cost of foss i l fue ls to ref lect th e harm th ey cause , e .g . a carbon tax; (2) dr amat ic a nd achievable

impr ovement s in ener gy ef f ic iency ; (3) incr ea sed investment in a r ange of r enewable ener gy technologies

especia l ly solar a nd wind, and; (4) use of gas as a ‘bridging fuel’ where necessary .
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Web: www.ecnt.org Email: ecnt@octa4.net.au Ph: 8981 1984 Street: 98 Wood St, Darwin, 0800

The Environment Centre NT (ECNT), established in 1983, is theTerritory’s 
peak non-government environment group. ECNT's goals are to increase understanding and
valuing of our unique environment; improve its protection; and ensure the NT economy is as
ecologically sustainable as possible. ECNT works at a local, national and international level to
raise awareness about the NT environment and threats to it.

TO BECOME A MEMBER OR MAKE A DONATION, CONTACT US:


